Assessing Growth in Learner Narratives

	 
	4-Strong Writer
	3-Competent Writer
	2-Developing Writer
	1-Emergent Writer

	Voice/Images
	Powerful voice; the personality of the writer comes across very strongly; powerful images
	Some evidence of voice and vitality but inconsistent
	Writer does not yet come across as a person with a distinct story to tell 
	Writing appears memorized or copied 

	Details/Examples
	Vivid details that illustrate the story and provide concrete evidence and support
	May show one or two strong details - but otherwise still very general
	Writing very general - few examples - almost no details or somewhat repetitive
	No examples or details that would help bring the story to life

	Ideas/focus
	Strong idea(s), including explanations or analysis of what has happened 
	Ideas somewhat hazy but a sparkle of an original idea appears 
	Difficult to find core idea; writing may be somewhat rambling without a clear focus 
	No particular ideas evident; sentences appear strung together 

	Clarity
	Ideas or examples are clear for the most part; although writer may still have trouble with grammar and vocabulary
	Meaning gets confused here and there - but reader can guess at the gist of the story 
	The reader has difficulty following the story or understanding large parts of it 
	Extremely difficult to make out meaning

	Fluency
	Language flows nicely - ideas are connected and relationships are clear - vocabulary sounds natural for the most part - some grammar problems may be evident
	Language flows naturally at some points - but moves in fits and spurts at other points - word choice may sound unusual here and there 
	Language reads choppy with breaks in meaning or sharp turns in between; vocabulary may not match the rest of the style
	Words and sentences don't flow yet - words are strung together 

	Grammar
	For the most part - good control over grammar and sentence structure with only occasional lapses - ESL students may lack sophistication of native speaker 
	Some control - largely over simple patterns - but grammar still breaks down when writer attempts more sophisticated ideas
	The writer is struggling with grammar and standard English structures; meaning is obscured at several points
	Very difficult to derive meaning because non-standard grammar or non-native sentence structure gets in the way

	Convention Mechanics
format 
	Good control over paragraphing and capitalization and basic punctuation - spelling clear for the most part 
	Some control, but many conventions are not yet there; writer may still use transitional spelling
	Conventions followed only occasionally; spelling may be so idiosyncratic that reader has difficulty making out words
	No control yet over standard writing conventions; letters may not yet be separated into words or sentences may not yet be divided by punctuation
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