ON THE ROAD
T0 READING

A Guide for Community Partners

*
AmericaReads
CHALLENGE

A Joint Project of the Corporation
for National Service,

the U.S. Department of Education,
and the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services



CORPORATION
FOR NATIONAL

SERVICE

Corporation for National Service
Harris P. Wofford
Chief Executive Officer

U.S. Department of Education
Carol H. Rasco
Director, America Reads Challenge

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Joan Lombardi
Associate Commissioner, Child Care Bureau

Acknowledgments

This guide for community partners working to promote children’s reading was
developed by the Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center (ECTAC) as a project

of the Corporation for National Service (CNS); the U.S. Department of Education; and
the Child Care Bureau, Administration on Children, Youth, and Families, Administration
for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. ECTAC
provides training and technical assistance to CNS-funded grantees engaged in early
childhood education.

We wish to acknowledge Derry Koralek and Ray Collins as the principal authors of this
volume, with assistance from Marilyn McGhee and Danielle Ewen of the Early Childhood
Technical Assistance Center; Jewel Bazilio-Bellegarde, Jim Ekstrom, and the America
Reads Task Force of the Corporation for National Service; and Janet Green and other
America Reads staff of the U.S. Department of Education.

Others who assisted in the production of this guide include Anne Goldstein, Director,
National Child Care Information Center, and Jennifer Chang and Lillian Sugarman of the
Child Care Bureau.

We also wish to acknowledge the graphic design work and production assistance of
Alexa Keihl and Susan Hillyard of the National Service Resource Center (NSRC). NSRC
is administered by ETR Associates.



For more information about the America Reads Challenge:

U.S. Department of Education
1-800-USA-LEARN

Corporation for National Service
Training and Technical Assistance Unit
1-202-606-5000, Extension 452

America Reads Internet Home Page: http://www.ed.gov/inits/americareads/

America Reads Listserv: to subscribe by e-mail, send a blank message to:
join-americareads@lists.etr.org




America Reads Challenge

On the Road to Reading

A Guide for Community Partners

Derry Koralek and Ray Collins

A Joint Project of the Corporation for National Service,
the U.S. Department of Education, and the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Prepared for:

The Corporation for National Service
Training and Technical Assistance Unit
1201 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20525

Prepared by:

The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
Collins Management Consulting, Inc.
301 Maple Avenue West, Suite 602
Vienna, VA 22180
Telephone: (800) 616-2242
Fax: (800) 716-2242
E-mail: rcollins@acf.dhhs.gov



This Guide is based upon work supported by the Corporation for National Service
under Contract Number P.O. # 97-783-1252 with Collins Management Consulting, Inc.
Any opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material
are those of the authors, Derry Koralek and Ray Collins, and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Corporation for National Service, the U.S. Department of Education,
or the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

December 1997

Readers are free to copy and disseminate all or parts of this publication.
Acknowledgment of the source(s) would be appreciated.



Table of Contents

PAGE

The GUIde Ata Glance . . ... i iv
CHAPTER1 HOWTOUSETHISGUIDE. ... i\ttt e 1
Readersof thisGuide. ......... ..o 2

Topics Addressed inthe Guide ... 3

Using the Guide for avarietyoftasks ................ ... .ot 4

CHAPTER 2 HOW MOST CHILDREN LEARNTOREAD . . . . ..o v i 7
How Young ChildrenDevelop ... 7
Understanding Brain Development ................ ... .. .. ..., 8

Emerging Literacy ..o 10

Becoming Readersand Writers ...t 15

CHAPTER 3 HOW TUTORS CAN SUPPORT YOUNG READERS . . .. ... .ovivevnn .. 21
Setting the Stage for SUCCESS ... ... 22

Tutoring Strategies for Preschool and Kindergarten ................. 3l

Tutoring Strategies for the Primary Grades ........................ 36

CHAPTER 4  INVOLVING FAMILIES IN TUTORING PROGRAMS . ... .............. 45
Incorporating Family Involvement in the Program Design............ 46

Establishing a Partnership with Each Family....................... 49

Promoting Family Literacy ...............co i 51

CHAPTER 5 BUILDING COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS ... ... ..iviiiiennnn, 61
The AmericaReads Challenge ............... ... .o s, 62

Collaborating with Work-Study Programs .......................... 64

Examples of Reading and Tutoring Programs .. ..................... 66

CHAPTER 6 DEVELOPING A TUTORING PROGRAM . . ..ot i e 81
REFERENCES . .\ttt ittt e e et e e e e e 97
APPENDICES . ittt ettt e e 99
A GlOSSaNY . . vt 99

B. Resources for Tutoring Programs. . ..............covviiinn..s. 103

C. Organizations that Support Literacy ....................... ..., 109



The Guide At a Glance

Are you ready to get started? Would you like to know where to find the ideas and
information tailored to your needs? This chart will give you a bird’s eye view of the
Guide from the user’s perspective.

Chapter

1

Description

Overview of how to use the Guide
= Key topics in chapters

= Sections tailored to specific users

How most children learn to read

How tutors can support readers

How to involve families

Building community partnerships

Developing a tutoring program

Users

= All users

= Tutors
= Trainers

= Program developers

= Tutors
= Trainers

= Program developers

= Family organizations
= Tutors
= Trainers

= Program developers

= Administrators
= Program developers

= Trainers

= Administrators
= Program developers

= Trainers



