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Dear       ,
Congratulations! This letter introduces      , your new Foster Grandparent (FGP) volunteer. Also included are project contact information and a few thoughts about Realizing Results with Your Senior Volunteer. We hope this will be the beginning of a long and productive relationship, providing extra support to your students and expanding community and intergenerational connections within your classroom.

Weekly since 1990, Marilynn Uselman (Elementary Special Education Teacher from Madison, WI) has welcomed the same senior volunteer into her classroom. Uselman says, “She is an asset to our learning atmosphere. She makes a connection with every student in a very non-threatening way.” It takes a little time to establish rapport and a routine with your volunteer, but once established, it’s simple. “Volunteerism works!” says Uselman.

We consistently receive enthusiastic feedback from teachers about senior volunteers who show up, week after week, to provide warm, one-on-one encouragement to the students they serve. Mentoring can go a very long way in the lives of children who need it. 

With guidance from you, your FGP volunteer can also support your instructional goals. If you find the time to establish rapport, develop the volunteer’s skills over time, provide clear assignments and instructions, and establish good ongoing communication, all participants will benefit—you, your students and families, the volunteer, and the community.

To support the beginning of this relationship, enclosed are a contact sheet and a brief discussion of ways to approach working together, based on information from a broad variety of projects. Not all items will be suitable to your situation, but we hope you consider those that are.
Finally, we encourage you to communicate with us often and regularly about how it’s going. We are here to support the volunteer relationships in your classroom.

Sincerely,
