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Disaster News Update – April 14 to 20, 2008 
 
RECENT DISASTER / HAZARD ACTIVITY (Past 7 days)  

• Avalanche: Alaska 
• Drought: Oregon, California, Nevada, Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, North 

Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, New Mexico, Texas, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama 

• Earthquake: Illinois 
• Explosion / Structure Fire: Colorado 
• Fire: Colorado, California, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, 

Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky 
• Flood/Flash Flood: Mississippi, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Ohio, Pennsylvania 

(warning), Virginia (warning), Maryland (warning), Iowa (warning), New York 
• Hail: Texas, California 
• Heavy Rain: Pennsylvania, Virginia, Texas, California 
• Mudslide: Illinois 
• Strong Wind: Texas, Mississippi, Maryland 
• Tornado: Arkansas, North Carolina 

 
CURRENT FEMA MAJOR DISASTER DECLARATIONS (Past 30 days) 

• Arkansas: Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding (03/26)  
• Georgia: Severe Storms and Tornadoes (3/20) 
• Missouri: Severe Storms and Flooding (3/19) 
• Wisconsin: Snow (3/19 – Emergency Declaration) 
• Texas: Wildfires (3/14 – Emergency Declaration) 
• Fire Declarations: Texas (4/16), Colorado (4/16), Texas (4/10), Texas (4/1), Texas 

(3/27), Oklahoma (3/21), Texas (3/20), Texas (3/19), Texas (3/14a), Texas 
(3/14b), Texas (3/14c)  

  
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM NEWS 
 
Recruitment fair will focus on volunteers (Providence Journal Bulletin, 4/18) 
When there s an emergency, there’s no limit to where you could be needed. Tomorrow s 
volunteer recruitment fair Get Ready RI! is the opportunity for people to get involved in 
helping others during crises. Like working with people? You re needed in settling people 
at Red Cross shelters even in your own neighborhood. Are you an animal lover? The 
Rhode Island Disaster Animal Response Team could use more volunteers to help 
wildlife, livestock, and pets during emergencies. If you re a ham at home, the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Services wants your amateur radio skills in helping shelters and 
emergency managers communicate if a hurricane knocks out other communications. And 
if you re willing to help with anything from filling sandbags during a flood to searching 
for a missing person your local Community Emergency Response Team can always use 
an extra hand. The recruitment and training fair is being held tomorrow from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at regional locations: the Community College of Rhode Island campuses in Lincoln, 
Newport, Providence and Warwick, and at Chariho High School and the Block Island 
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Fire and Rescue Headquarters. The fair is sponsored by the American Red Cross of 
Rhode Island, the Volunteer Center of Rhode Island, and the state Emergency 
Management Agency. The Salvation Army, Urban Search and Rescue, Disaster Medical 
Assistance Team, Medical Reserve Corp, Amateur Radio Emergency Services and the 
local emergency management agencies will be on hand. Volunteers get free training in 
CPR, first aid, and incident command, as well as specialized training depending on which 
team they decide to join. All volunteers are subject to criminal background checks. 
 
Camillus (NY) Church Assists New Orleans Recovery (Syracuse.Com, 4/17) 
In response to a visit from a New Orleans minister and his wife after Hurricane Katrina, 
members of Immanuel United Methodist Church in Camillus (Church of the Bells) 
wanted to help the people of New Orleans by restoring their homes and giving them a 
spiritual uplift. Plans were formulated by Sue and Larry Gannon, Mike Block and the 
Mission Committee to help in the restoration. Four "work teams" from Immanuel UMC 
in Camillus, Christ Community Church in Baldwinsville, McGraw UMC in McGraw and 
St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Camillus, have traveled to New Orleans to restore homes. 
Most of the members of the "work teams" have a high level of expertise in construction 
and their own tools. However, a few members have had no experience but were fast 
learners. Walls were insulated and sheet rocked, floors repaired, doors installed and 
electrical wiring and plumbing completed. Living and working together was a twofold 
reward. They were not only proud of the work they were doing but also formed 
friendships with the "team" members. To date,three homes have been restored from the 
studs up. Vanessa Jones was the most recent house worked on, from Feb. 15 through 
March 22. She is a mother of two. She has a daughter that lives with her and her son, who 
is a marine. Vanessa put her neighbors' needs before her own, consequently, her home 
was the last one in her neighborhood to be restored. Her home wasn't flooded but the roof 
had blown off so there was extensive water damage. The house wasn't livable, so she and 
her daughter have been living in a FEMA trailer for more than two years. 
 
Lutherans plan trip to help rebuild Biloxi, Miss. (York Dispatch, 4/17) 
Several local Lutheran congregations plan to team up for a mission trip to Biloxi, Miss., 
to help residents who are still trying to rebuild their lives and homes more than two years 
after their town was struck by Hurricane Katrina. "What is interesting is that at this stage 
in the recovery process, it's primarily church groups of a wide variety that are still down 
there helping people on a daily basis," said the Rev. Beth Schlegel, associate pastor of 
Christ Lutheran Church in downtown York. The church is among several Lutheran 
churches that have made repeated trips to Biloxi since Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast in September 2005. They have teamed up with Camp Biloxi, a distribution center 
run by the Lutheran Disaster Response program of Austin, Texas-based Lutheran Social 
Services Inc., to help paint, do rebuilding projects, clean up debris and distribute clothing 
and furniture to residents who lost their homes. Christ Lutheran Church, which has 
completed five mission trips, is presenting "Biloxi Bound Home Edition" at 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday in its parish hall at 29 S. George St. The event includes a video presentation and 
discussion. Besides presenting mission trip highlights, the church also will detail its plan 
to participate in a mission trip Oct. 4-10 with other congregations in the York Conference 
of Lutheran Churches, said Schlegel. The minister, who was part of a mission trip to 
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Biloxi in November 2006, said 23 congregants have participated in the Christ Lutheran 
trips. 
 
Faith-based group to help with KY tornado rebuilding (KY Messenger Inquirer, 4/14) 
Area religious groups were among the first responders after a Feb. 5 tornado in 
Muhlenberg County. So far they've been mostly removing debris, but several out-of-state 
groups are planning to start construction work there this summer, county leaders say. 
Many think disaster recovery is a natural fit for their ministry. Three people died in the 
storm. Muhlenberg County suffered about $20 million in damage, according to Keith 
Putnam, the county's emergency services coordinator. Sixty-five homes were destroyed, 
56 others sustained major damage, and 147 had minor damage, Putnam said. Religious 
groups started showing up to help the first morning, community leaders say. A group of 
Mennonites from Pennsylvania was among the earliest. "They asked for nothing -- not so 
much as a sandwich," Bender said. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians and Catholics 
have all responded in the weeks since, as did Scout troops and high school groups from 
across the state, Brown said. Volunteers are usually sent to Powderly. "The resources 
there are most depleted," Brown said. The tornado's victims there include more renters 
and homeowners without insurance. Long-Term Disaster Recovery will be trying to 
contact every family in the county affected by the storm, Brown said. 
 
 
COMMUNITY PROGRAM NEWS 
 
Wisconsin County Offers Weather Radios at Discount (Capital Times (WI), 4/17) 
With tornado season right around the corner, having an "all hazard" weather radio at 
home could give residents the time to take cover before bad weather strikes. Dane County 
government proved the popularity of portable weather radios last year when 2,600 radios 
were sold to county residents in a pilot project. This year, 6,800 weather radios have been 
purchased by the county for resale to residents beginning next Saturday, during Severe 
Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin. County Executive Kathleen Falk announced the 
radio sale today, available through local municipal governments across the county. 
"We've ordered more weather radios and got them out to the communities for sale, so 
people can be better prepared for severe weather season," Falk said. The radios sell for 
$22.68 each, about half the retail price. Dane County bought the radios in bulk to get the 
best price and they are being sold at cost. The portable radio also comes with batteries in 
case of a power failure. 
 
 
RESPONSE AND RECOVERY NEWS 
 
Shelter Opens for MS Flood Victims (WAPT, 4/20) 
A shelter opened in northwestern Mississippi for people who have been forced from their 
homes by the flood waters.  The Mississippi River was over flood stage again on Sunday 
for the 23rd day in a row in Tunica.  It is now 3 feet above flood stage, officials said. 
They said several homes are flooded and the water is creeping up on 50 more.  Some 
people are choosing to stay in their homes and commute by boat. 
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Storms Hit Homes from NC to PA (Disaster News Network, 4/20) 
Tornadoes and severe storms are being blamed for scattered residential damage across a 
wide area of the Mid-Atlantic from western North Carolina to southcentral Pennsylvania 
Saturday and Sunday. Flood watches were posted Sunday from Virgina to Pennsylvania 
where as much as 5-inches of rain was predicted in some areas.  Saturday night tornadoes 
near Lincolnton, Shelby and Fallston, NC, reportedly damaged several barns, destroyed 
at least one mobile home and damaged a number of other homes and outbuildings 
according to Neil Dixon, a National Weather Service meteorologist. At least two 
tornadoes were reported near Washington, NC Sunday afternoon but little damage and no 
injuries were reported by the Beaufort County Sheriff's Department. Strong winds 
damaged several homes and a school in Charles and Prince Georges Counties in 
Maryland. Tornado warnings were posted in eastern North Carolina, Virginia and 
Maryland Sunday afternoon and evening. The combination of high winds and heavy rain 
blew trees and heavy limbs onto homes in southern Maryland and south central 
Pennsylvania Sunday afternoon. 
 
Ohio town enduring four-week flood (Associated Press, 4/20) 
For the past month, Bob Norman has slept on his couch, waking every 90 minutes to 
make sure the pump in his basement is keeping floodwater from ruining his furnace. He's 
not the only one losing sleep. Dozens of homeowners have been draining their basements 
around the clock for four straight weeks. Others have given up because the water just 
keeps flowing. What's unusual is where the water is coming from it's seeping up from the 
ground through cracks in the limestone buried beneath this northern Ohio town. A mix of 
heavy rains and melting snow in recent months has left the ground saturated and the 
water has nowhere to go but up. It has buckled concrete basement floors, cracked 
foundations and closed several streets and roads, including a busy state highway. How 
much all of the repairs will cost isn't known yet. Much of the damage is centered on the 
north and east sides of the city and its surrounding townships. But most of the city is 
completely dry. "I'm sure there are people in our own city who don't know we have any 
flooding," said Mayor David Kile, who has expressed frustration that the city hasn't 
received much help from the state or federal government. Pleas for help haven't been 
heard, he said. "My biggest complaint is nobody from the state took time to come and 
tour our town," he said. Ohio Emergency Management Agency officials have been in the 
area, said spokeswoman Tamara McBride. "We're doing all that we can," she said. 
 
FEMA to tour flooding (Associated Press, 4/19) 
FEMA representatives will tour areas Monday along the Mississippi River where 
flooding has occurred. In the Vicksburg area, people have had to leave their homes, 
nearly 1,200 workers have been laid off at oil rig construction firm LeTourneau 
Technologies, and hundreds of acres of farm land have been flooded. New projections 
had the Mississippi River cresting Saturday through Tuesday in towns along its shore. 
Already in Greenville, the river crested at 57 feet on Friday, according to the National 
Weather Service. In Warren County, the river was expected to hit 51 feet Saturday at 
nearly 38 feet in Tunica County. Several neighborhoods in both counties have been 
flooded for weeks, and shelters have opened for families who have evacuated. 
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Refrain in flood-damaged Nevada town: Rebuild or retreat? (AP, 4/19) 
Rebuild or Retreat? That was the decision facing hundreds of Fernley homeowners and 
renters whose residences were inundated with water from a ruptured irrigation canal on 
Jan. 5. The devastation reached 585 properties, displaced an estimated 1,500 people, and 
threatened to make ghost towns of neighborhoods. Three months later, hundreds of 
homeowners are struggling to rebuild their homes and lives. Many can't afford the price 
of construction and are depending on volunteers to help them rebuild. Fernley building 
official Randy Rudy said 312 houses have not passed final inspection, and 206 are 
unaccounted for either because property owners walked away or a licensed contractor is 
not making the repairs or never applied for an inspection or building permit. City officials 
are still investigating. Immediately after the flood, Chip Hansen, 53, said many of his 
neighbors on Shadow Mountain Drive considered abandoning their homes. "There were a 
lot of people who were saying, 'I can't afford this; I'm just going to leave,' and I said, 'You 
can't afford to do that either,'" Hansen said. Hansen, a self-employed general contractor, 
said he could use his skills to help rebuild their homes to encourage them to stay. His 
next-door neighbor walked away, he said, but many others were getting closer to moving 
back in. Recruiting volunteers to help reconstruct homes is the only way a number of 
families can afford to rebuild. Many residents celebrated when flood-affected residents 
became eligible for Federal Emergency Management Agency grants and Small Business 
Administration loans. But Jo Moore, chair of the Fernley Long Term Recovery Team, 
said many overestimated how far FEMA's maximum grant of $28,800 would stretch. 
 
Teams add up storm damage for 2 Arkansas counties (AR Democrat Gazette, 4/19)  
Officials in Sebastian and Crawford counties continued to calculate the damage from the 
strong thunderstorms that blew through western Arkansas last week. "It's amazing how 
many structures were damaged in Fort Smith," assistant fire chief Mike Richards said 
Thursday. Besides the 15 buildings owned by Fort Smith that sustained damage, 40 of the 
city's 92 square miles were struck by the storm. Most of the worst damage was north of 
Rogers Avenue. Early estimates indicate 6,000 private properties and businesses 
sustained damage from hail, wind and rain that lashed the area April 9-10, breaking 
windows, damaging roofs, destroying siding and damaging vehicles. Richards, who has 
been tallying the damage to Fort Smith government property, put the preliminary damage 
total at $2.78 million. Of that, $1.87 million was to 15 city buildings and more than 
$900,000 was to vehicles. "This is still a work in progress," Richards said of the damage 
assessment. The largest single item damaged was the Fort Smith Convention Center, 
which he said received $1.3 million in damage to the roof, windows, lights and heating 
and air conditioning system. "If you had a heating and air conditioning unit on the roof, it 
took a beating," he said. Fort Smith school officials also continued to count the damage. 
Deputy Superintendent Gordon Floyd said the amount of damage to school facilities will 
exceed $1 million. "How much over that, I don't know," he said. Most of the damage to 
the 15 buildings was from hail that broke windows and that damaged roofs and heating 
and air conditioning units. 
 
Avalanche Cuts Power to Juneau Alaska (Fox News, 4/18) 
Alaska Electric Light & Power spokeswoman Gayle Wood says the massive avalanche 
was about three miles from the Snettisham power house. The mile-and-a-half wide slide 
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took out more than a mile of transmission line. She says at least two transmission towers 
are down and others are damaged on the Snettisham line, which connects hydropower to 
the service area. Wood says Juneau is running on diesel generators at Auke Bay and 
Lemon Creek. Wood says it could be a month before workers can safely begin repairing 
the line. She says hydropower wouldn't be restored for at least three months. Juneau's 
electricity rates are certainly to increase as a result of the avalanche. Wood says she 
wouldn't be surprised to see price of at least 50 cents per kilowatt hour on the May bill, 
up from 11 cents now. 
 
IL Governor Opens EOC Near Earthquake Damage (Government Technology, 4/18) 
Shortly after an early-morning earthquake centered in Wabash County in southeastern 
Illinois, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich directed the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) to activate the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) in 
Springfield to assess the impact. According to the U.S. Geological Survey, the epicenter 
was reported to be six miles east of West Salem, Illinois, near the Edward County and 
Wabash County line. After activating early this morning, the SEOC began receiving 
initial reports of minor damage in southern Illinois. At 4:37 a.m. Central Standard Time, 
a 5.2 magnitude earthquake was reported, with shaking felt throughout Illinois. Personnel 
from the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA), Illinois State Police (ISP), 
and Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) have staff in southern Illinois assessing 
damage. "The State Emergency Operations Center is in contact with officials throughout 
southern Illinois to get information about the impact of the earthquake," Gov. 
Blagojevich said. "Fortunately at this point, the damage reported appears to be minor. We 
are prepared to offer any assistance needed." Representatives from IEMA, IDOT, ISP, 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA), Illinois Department of Human 
Services (DHS), Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), Office of the State Fire 
Marshal (OSFM), Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), Illinois National 
Guard (ING), Secretary of State, Central Management Services (CMS), Illinois 
Department of Agriculture, the Office of the Attorney General and the American Red 
Cross reported to the SEOC early this morning.  
 
FEMA says no to MS disaster declaration (Associated Press, 4/18) 
Gov. Haley Barbour says he plans to appeal the denial of his request for federal disaster 
assistance after several tornadoes left a trail of damage in Jackson and Hinds County on 
April 4.  Barbour said he was notified Friday that the FEMA had denied his request for a 
disaster declaration. The declaration would have provided assistance toward repairing the 
damages the storms caused. FEMA said its assessment found there was not sufficient 
damage for a federal disaster declaration. "Having seen the damages first-hand, I am 
obviously very disappointed by FEMA's decision to deny my request for a disaster 
declaration, and will file an immediate appeal," Barbour said. "I will continue to work 
with Jackson and Hinds County to try to get the federal assistance needed to help them 
recover from this very damaging storm." Sen. Roger Wicker also said the denial was 
disappointing.  "Governor Barbour was right to immediately appeal this decision, which 
will allow the state to present additional supporting information for its request for 
assistance that is obviously needed," Wicker said in a statement. "I will continue working 
with the governor and local officials to assist in securing this funding." 
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Bizarre Flooding Continues in Ohio (WKYC, 4/18) 
Beautiful weather, no river, no stream and yet hundreds of residents are flooded here. No 
sudden thunderstorms or drenching rains can explain it. For some reason, the earth in 
Bellevue continues to heave up millions of gallons of water to the surface. Against 
gravity and against logic, the flooding continues day after day. Homes and barns 
suddenly turned into islands trapped in muddy water. No one knows why it began or 
when it will end. It is a disaster for every homeowner for miles around Bellevue. The 
residents north of town on state route 269 have especially been hit hard. Neighbors have 
volunteered the use of heavy equipment to try and dig a channel in the backyard fields 
that have become muddy lakes. So far, nothing has worked. Because there are no lakes, 
rivers or streams nearby, none of the residents have flood insurance. Scientists believe 
that underground artesian springs in the area normally drain toward Sandusky Bay and 
Lake Erie. There are large artesian springs at Miller's Pond, Green Spring, and Castalia, 
Ohio.  
 
Mop-up continues in Ordway (Pueblo (CO) Chieftan, 4/18) 
Light rain sprinkled this fire-blackened town Thursday as emergency crews worked to 
assess damages and return things to normal after a grass fire blazed through here 
Tuesday. Towering flames raced through Crowley County on Tuesday, jumping roads 
and highways on a deadly path to this town of about 1,100 people. Residents were 
evacuated with little time to spare. About 8,900 acres and 24 homes were damaged or 
destroyed. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. Two firefighters were killed 
battling the wildfire, Terry DeVore, 31, and John Schwartz Jr., 38. Both were Colorado 
Department of Corrections officers and members of the Olney Springs Volunteer Fire 
Department. 
 
Response in MS After Storms (Disaster News Network, 4/17) 
A week and a half after tornadoes damaged thousands of homes, areas around Jackson 
MS received more damage than they did in the days following Hurricane Katrina's sweep 
through the area nearly three years ago. This week, uprooted trees are being cut down to 
manageable pieces, downed power lines are being reconnected and residents of some 
1,700 homes that the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency says received major 
damage or were destroyed, are beginning assessments for damage estimates before 
repairs can begin. Local disaster responders say as many as 8,000 homes were in some 
way impacted by the wicked weather. "We have to do what we can and then be prepared 
for the next thing," said Vicki Lantham of Christ United Methodist Church in Jackson, 
which was near the epicenter of the strongest storm. CJ Caufield, the state disaster 
response coordinator for The Mississippi United Methodist Church (which partners with 
The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to provide support for disaster 
survivors) said damage estimates, which are still being calculated, are two to three times 
the amount sustained when Hurricane Katrina moved through. While Jackson is far 
inland from where the hurricane made landfall, damage from that storm was in the 
millions of dollars, he said.  Lantham said the American Red Cross has set up an intake 
center at Christ United Methodist. Church volunteers have been through the 
neighborhoods to check on members and others to see what people need and to help 
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direct them to the resources that are available. She said that while there is damage 
throughout several counties, major damage is scattered across the region. 
 
Wildfire forces evacuation of 1,100 from small CO town (AP, 4/16) 
A wind-whipped wildfire burned into the town limits here Tuesday, forcing all 1,100 
residents to leave this small southeastern Colorado town. Two other wildfires were 
burning in the state. At least 20 buildings were damaged and nearly 10 square miles of 
grasslands were scorched. Two air tankers were dispatched to fight the fire and two state 
highways were closed to the town, 122 miles southeast of Denver. Much of the state was 
under a National Weather Service red flag warning Tuesday, signifying high fire danger. 
On the southeastern plains around Ordway, winds were gusting to 50 mph, humidity was 
low and temperatures reached into the 80s. Dry conditions on the plains and in some 
mountain valleys contrasted with deep snow at higher elevations. "We have our fingers 
crossed that these winds will die down," said Polly White, a spokeswoman for the 
Colorado Division of Emergency Management, adding that a storm expected to bring rain 
and snow Wednesday appeared to be moving into the area. "I can see the snow clouds 
coming over the mountains as we speak." No injuries had been reported from the Ordway 
fire, and the cause wasn't yet known. 
 
Wisconsin River Water Nears Record (Capital Times, 4/15) 
Flood waters were rising close to record levels today on the Rock River near Newville 
south of Lake Koshkonong, prompting Rock County authorities to close several roads 
and make thousands of sandbags available to flood-prone residents. The early morning 
water depth reading on the Rock River at Newville was at 11.6 feet, 1.6 feet above flood 
stage and only 0.63 feet away from the all-time high water crest of 12.23 feet set on April 
25, 1993. The high water crest is expected to top out at 11.9 feet on Saturday, according 
to the Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service of the National Weather Service. The 
Rock County Sheriff's Office reported parts of several roads were closed due to high 
water, reaching knee-deep depths over Blackhawk Road. Rock County Emergency 
Management is providing thousands of sandbags and sand at four sites along the river at 
the Rock town hall near Afton, the Fulton town hall, Beloit town hall and Mallwood Park 
in the town of Milton. Residents need to bring their own shovels to fill the bags. Other 
parts of the Rock River are at the moderate flood stage, including locations at Jefferson 
and Fort Atkinson, while minor flooding is still continuing at Afton and the Indianford 
Dam. Flood watches and warnings continue on other rivers in southern Wisconsin and 
northern Illinois through the rest of the week, including the Sugar, Pecatonica, 
Wisconsin, Baraboo, Beaver Dam, Crawfish and Fox rivers. 
 
Lont-Term Recovery Committee Set Up In Izard County, AR (FEMA, 4/15) 
Some Izard County residents affected by the Feb. 5 tornado will have unmet needs even 
after receiving help from government disaster aid programs or insurance. For those, 
assistance may come from a committee of churches, non-profit and voluntary agencies 
who will work together to find resources to meet long-term recovery needs. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) helps bring together the local churches and 
voluntary agencies to assist applicants with unmet needs. "We give them the tools to 
develop a community-based committee and help them identify other resources for long-
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term recovery," said Mary Richards, Voluntary Agency Liaison for FEMA. Richards has 
worked with local residents to form a Long-Term Recovery Committee to aid the citizens 
of Izard County. The goal of the committee is to lead an organized, efficient and effective 
response effort in the aftermath of the disaster. The committee also hopes to address 
preparedness, unmet recovery and mitigation needs of individuals and families in Izard 
County. 
 
Long-Term Recovery Committee Set Up In Sharp County, AR (FEMA, 4/15) 
Some Sharp County residents affected by the Feb. 5 tornado will have unmet needs even 
after receiving help from government programs or insurance. For them, assistance may 
come from a committee of churches, non-profit and voluntary agencies who will work 
together to find resources to meet these needs. The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) helps bring together the local churches and voluntary agencies to assist 
applicants with unmet needs. "We give them the tools to develop a community-based 
committee and help them identify other resources for long-term recovery," said Mary 
Richards, Voluntary Agency Liaison for FEMA. Richards has worked with local 
residents to form a Long-Term Recovery Committee to aid the citizens of Sharp County. 
"The committee in Ash Flat has been created to help on a case-by-case basis with money, 
volunteer labor and donated goods to repair and rebuild homes," said Tim Eash, chairman 
of the Sharp County Long-Term Recovery Committee. 
 
 
PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION NEWS 
 
Charlestown School to Offer Student Emergency Preparedness (FEMA, 4/18) 
FEMA is initiating a pilot program for New England 4th grade students to teach basic 
emergency preparedness skills. The Student Tools for Emergency Planning (STEP) 
program will be offered by participating schools within the region. Warren-Prescott 
School in Charlestown will be among the first to provide the STEP program to its pupils. 
"Sharpening emergency preparedness skills is an important project for our students and 
staff," said Dr. Domenic Amara, principal of Warren-Prescott Elementary School. "We 
work very hard at this skill to ensure all of our students know what to do in case of an 
incident. We are pleased to participate in this training as the lessons learned in school will 
also help our students in their homes as they share the preparedness tips with their 
families." Heading up the program for the Warren-Prescott School will be Patricia 
Simpson, RN. "Miss Simpson is a community leader who strongly supports emergency 
preparedness in Charlestown," said Amara. In addition to the key lesson plan, students in 
the selected schools will also receive items to make their own 'starter' kit; including a 
water bottle, snack bar, emergency whistle, Mylar blanket, and carrying bag. STEP will 
be taught during the 2008-2009 academic year. A joint effort between state emergency 
management agencies and FEMA, the program offers a ready-to-teach preparedness 
lesson that empowers students to encourage their families to make home emergency kits 
and communications plans. 
 
Barrels Used to Store Food for Tsunami Events (Seaside Signal (OR), 4/17) 
In order to prepare for the next big tsunami, Seaside City (OR) Councilors unanimously 
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approved the purchase of 120 cache barrels that will be used to store food on higher 
ground in case of emergency.  The 55-gallon barrels would be placed in people’s homes 
in the city’s five tsunami evacuation zones in the city, said Planning Director Kevin 
Cupples.  “We had hoped we only needed 60, but after some trial runs we found we 
needed twice as many barrels,” Cupples said. “We had a taste test of the food, and 
although none of it is spectacularly tasty, we got the best.”  Cupples said the next step is 
finding volunteers in the tsunami evacuation areas who can store the barrels. Cupples also 
credited the Tsunami PREP volunteers for their hard work in putting together a master 
list for the barrels. The funding for the tsunami cache barrels came from a federal 
appropriation from Congressman David Wu’s office. Mayor Don Larson thanked the 
volunteers and said the barrels would help Seaside residents survive after a large tsunami. 
Regarding a recent newspaper article stating that Cannon Beach was the best prepared 
coastal city in Clatsop County for a tsunami, Larson said, “Tell them who in the county is 
really prepared.” 
 
Dorchester School to Offer Emergency Preparedness Program (FEMA, 4/17) 
"Sharpening emergency preparedness skills is an important project for our students and 
staff," said Kimberly Curtis, principal of Joseph Lee School. "We work very hard at this 
skill to ensure all of our students know what to do in case of anincident. We are pleased 
to participate in this training as the lessons learned in school will also help our students in 
their homes as they share the preparedness tips with their families." In addition to the key 
lesson plan, students in the selected schools will also receive items to make their own 
'starter' kit; including a water bottle, snack bar, emergency whistle, Mylar blanket, and 
carrying bag. STEP will be taught during the2008-2009 academic year. A joint effort 
between state emergency management agencies and FEMA, the program offers a ready-
to-teach preparedness lesson that empowers students to encourage their families to make 
home emergency kits and communications plans. There is a variety of reasons a family 
might have to evacuate its home - a fire, a chemicals spill, winter storms, hurricanes or 
flooding. There may be limited time to react when an evacuation is ordered. Having an 
emergency kit at theready is one thing families can do to protect themselves. A 
communications plan results when a family agrees on an alternate meeting place outside 
the home, and designates a person to call (often in a different state) if the family is 
separated in an emergency. Each member of the family carries a cardwith those important 
facts, as well as work and school numbers.  
 
Rio Grande could cause flooding, agencies preparing (Albuquerque Journal, 4/17) 
High river flows and weak levees are prompting a slew of government agencies to hope 
for the best but prepare for the worst this spring. On Tuesday, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District, the Bureau of Reclamation and 
several other groups simulated a levee failure in the South Valley and practiced repairing 
it. The Rio Grande will be flowing this year at levels not seen since 2005, Corps officials 
said, and the various agencies responsible for maintaining the river met at MRGCD 
headquarters before the levee exercise to talk about potential problems that could 
accompany the high flows, as well as solutions and response coordination. Cheryl 
Buckel, who works for the Corps' Emergency Management Office, said despite the 
higher flows, there might not be any reason to worry. "This is going to be a really good 

Page 10 

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=43218
http://www.abqjournal.com/riorancho/default_riorancho.htm?mdr


Prepared by Project TADS for the Corporation for National and Community Service 

water year," Buckel said. "I also want to emphasize that we're really not expecting any 
imminent flooding or any other problems. But I also think it's very prudent for us to be 
sitting here today and preparing for any possibilities that might come up." Mark Yuska, 
chief of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers operations division, said the river flow is 
tightly controlled by a system of dams and levees, so any major problem with the amount 
of water in the river would stem from heavy rains. In March, the National Weather 
Service had calculated that the Rio Grande Basin snowpack was 147 percent of normal. 
However, a dry month resulted in that figure dropping down to 117 percent of normal as 
of April 1. 
 
West Roxbury School to Offer Emergency Preparedness Program (FEMA, 4/16) 
FEMA is initiating a pilot program for New England 4th grade students to teach basic 
emergency preparedness skills.  The Student Tools for Emergency Planning (STEP) 
program will be offered in participating schools in all six states in the region. Beethoven 
Elementary School of West Roxbury will be one of the first schools in the state to 
provide the STEP program to its pupils. "We think this is an essential message for our 
students," said Eileen Nash, principal of Beethoven.  "Being prepared for emergencies is 
an important project for students to engage their family members in." In addition to the 
key lesson plan, students in participating schools will also receive items to make their 
own ‘starter’ kit; including a water bottle, snack bar, emergency whistle, mylar blanket, 
and carrying bag.  STEP will be taught during the 2008-2009 academic year.  A joint 
effort between state emergency management agencies and FEMA, the program offers a 
ready-to-teach preparedness lesson that empowers students to encourage their families to 
make home emergency kits and communications plans.  
 
House panel makes May 'Resilience Month' (UPI, 4/16) 
The Democratic chairman of the U.S. House Homeland Security Committee plans a 
series of hearings next month around the theme of homeland resilience. Committee staff 
told private sector executives that May would be "Resilience Month" for the committee, 
with a full hearing May 6 and subcommittee hearings echoing the theme all through the 
month. A spokeswoman for Chairman Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., confirmed the theme, 
and told United Press International that details of the hearing would be announced 
shortly. Resilience -- the ability to pick up and resume activities after an attack or disaster 
-- is a concept that many experts believe should be at the center of U.S. homeland 
security planning. In a white paper this week, "strategic thinkers" from IBM's 
consultancy arm proposed a global governance structure to ensure resilience in world-
wide aviation, cargo transport, immigration, travel and Internet sectors. "We envision a 
new international entity to fill the governance gap that presently limits the effectiveness 
of international efforts," the authors write. The "Global Movement Management 
Organization" they propose would "bring together key stakeholders with a shared interest 
in strengthening global movement systems" and "enable cooperation among regional, 
national and sector-specific stakeholders." 
 
Report warns of big CA earthquake (Inland Valley Daily Bulletin, 4/15) 
Be warned. California's tectonic plates are in a bad mood.  There's a 99.7 percent chance 
the state will get rocked by a devastating "Northridge-sized" earthquake within the next 
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30 years, according to a report released Monday by the U.S. Geological Survey, the 
Southern California Earthquake Center and the California Geological Survey. "This 
should be a serious and stark warning regarding the vulnerability of our families to 
massive natural catastrophes and a call to action for policymakers in Washington," said 
James Lee Witt, former director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency, in a 
news release Tuesday. Brad Mitzelfelt, 1st District supervisor for San Bernardino 
County, was appointed to the California Seismic Safety Commissioner last year by Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. A spokesman for Mitzelfelt said Tuesday that citizens should be 
prepared to take care of themselves and their families for several days after a natural 
disaster. "During a major disaster such as an earthquake, government resources are going 
to be stretched beyond capacity," David Zook said. The county in November will 
participate in "Golden Guardian 2008," a simulation of a 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
designed as a training exercise for federal, state and local emergency response teams, 
including the State Office of Emergency Services and the State Office of Homeland 
Security. Scientists said Tuesday the report is a forecast of earthquake activity for the 
next 30 years, rather than a prediction of one massive seismic event. "In the next 30 
years, we'll probably have more than just one Northridge-size (earthquake) or bigger," 
said Mark Benthien, communication director for the Southern California Earthquake 
Center. 
 
 
GULF COAST RECOVERY NEWS 
 
MS Announces $41M in GO Zone Recovery Grants (Government Technology, 4/17) 
More than $41 million in disaster recovery grants are being awarded to 39 Mississippi 
counties and municipalities for individual projects involving disaster recovery, Governor 
Haley Barbour and the Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) Disaster Recovery 
Division announced today. "Hurricane Katrina truly impacted our whole state, and this 
funding will help key communities in South and Central Mississippi rebuild vital public 
facilities which were damaged," Governor Barbour said. "This package will touch most 
of Mississippi's disaster declared counties, and it will be used for everything from 
repairing water and drainage systems, to environmental mitigation to rebuilding public 
buildings." The projects are funded through Mississippi's $5.48 billion federal Katrina 
recovery package, composed entirely of flexible Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) monies, which may be used for a variety of public infrastructure purposes. 
"These are projects fitting very well into the CDBG program's traditional scope of work," 
said Gray Swoope, MDA Executive Director. "MDA worked closely with mayors, 
county supervisors and other local officials to ensure their project proposals would be 
well planned and ultimately qualify for federal CDBG funds. This included extensive 
documentation and site visits to verify that each proposal is directly linked to Katrina 
recovery." As a result, 39 out of 49 total applications passed all the federal CDBG 
requirements. Each of the cities and counties impacted by this package are in the Gulf 
Opportunity Zone or "GO Zone," a federally defined area eligible for special tax breaks 
and supplemental federal investment designed to promote and hasten hurricane recovery. 
 
FEMA Helping Hands Workshops in Biloxi and Moss Point (FEMA, 4/16) 
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Voluntary AgencyLiaisons (VAL) from the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) announced dates for two upcoming Helping Hands Workshops. The first 
workshop will be held 7 to 8:30 p.m., April 22 at Nichols Elementary School, 590 
Division St. in Biloxi and anotherworkshop will be held 6 to 7:30 p.m., May 13 at the 
Riverfront Community Center, 4400 Denny Ave. in Moss Point. The Moss Point Helping 
Hands event will mark the 16th workshop conducted by FEMA VAL across the lower six 
counties, targeting families in FEMA temporary housing. Organizers estimate more than 
700 applicants have attended the events. "These workshops are a great tool to help people 
identify available resources. Organizations are not there to hand out money, rather their 
assistance could help a family achieve the goal of permanent housing and self-
sufficiency," saidSid Melton, director of the FEMA Mississippi Transitional Recovery 
Office. VAL and FEMA Individual Assistance teams will distribute fliers to more than 
600 occupants of commercial and FEMA group parks throughout Harrison and Jackson 
Counties to provide additional workshop details. Fliers will also be delivered to 
thevarious Long Term Recovery Committees in the two counties. For more information 
about the Helping Hands workshops, please call FEMA VAL at (228) 239-5988. 
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