
M I S S I O N  

S T A T E M E N T  

To enable people to create safer and 
more caring communities by addressing 
the causes of crime and violence and reducing 
the opportunities for crime to occur. 

The National Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) is a private, nonprofit tax-exempt [501(c)(3)] 
organization whose primary mission is to enable people to create safer and more caring com­
munities by addressing the causes of crime and violence and reducing the opportunities for crime 
to occur. 

The opinions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Pew Charitable Trusts or the policies or positions of Faith and Service Technical 
Education Network (FASTEN). FASTEN is a collaborative initiative of The Pew Charitable Trusts 
and includes Indiana University, Baylor University, Harvard University, Sagamore Institute, 
National Crime Prevention Council, United States Conference of Mayors, and Nueva Esperanza. 

Copyright © 2005 National Crime Prevention Council 
All rights reserved. 

Published in the United States of America 
February 2005 

National Crime Prevention Council 
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Thirteenth Floor 
Washington, DC 20036-5325 
202-466-6272 
www.ncpc.org 

ISBN 1-59686-007-3 



Contents
 

1 

2 

3 

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  iii
 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  iv
 

Restorative Justice and the Courts 1
 
Intervening Early With Shoplifters 2
 
Prehearing Conference Facilitation 3
 
Alternative Sentencing for Drug Offenders 5
 

Corrections and Rehabilitation 7
 
Storybook Project for Incarcerated Mothers and Their Children
 
Surrogate Parenting for Inmates 10
 
Literacy Coaching for Inmates 
Habitat for Humanity: Learning Job Skills While Serving 


13
 

the Community 14
 
College Beyond Bars 17
 
Wellbriety for Prisons 19
 
Spiritual Care for Detainees and Asylum Seekers 20
 
Prison Meditation Program 22
 
Interfaith Prison Dorms 24
 

Children and Youth 27
 
Amachi: Mentoring Children of Prisoners 27
 
Teen Community Center 30
 
Vocational Placement for Gang-involved Youth 31
 
Home Visits for At-risk Youth 34
 
Intervention for Runaways in an Immigrant Community 36
 
Reducing Racial Disparity in the Justice System 38
 
Alternatives to Detention for Juveniles 40
 
Child Abuse Prevention 43
 

i 

8 



4 

Contents 

5 

6 

7 

Probation, Parole, and Reentry 46
 
Tracking and Monitoring Young Ex-offenders 47
 
Ex-offender Eldercare Teams 48
 
Moment-of-release Contract 50
 
Notification Sessions for High-risk Ex-offenders 52
 
Job Placement for Ex-offenders 54
 
Prison Aftercare Ministry 55
 
Circles of Support and Accountability for Sex Offenders 57
 

Support for Victims 60
 
Bodyguards for Domestic Violence Victims 60
 
Support for Family and Friends of Homicide Victims 62
 

Crime Prevention and Community Policing 64
 
Town Hall Faith and Justice Meetings 64
 
Race and Reconciliation Summit 66
 
Community Crime Prevention Festival 67
 
Crisis Response Teams 69
 
Pastors on Patrol 70
 

Working Together 72
 
Tips for Working With Law Enforcement 72
 
Tips for Working With Faith-based Organizations 73
 
Using “Due Diligence” To Comply With Government Regulations 73
 

F A S T E N  I N F O R M A T I O N  S H E E T  7 5 
  

E N D N O T E S  7 7 
  

ii 



Acknowledgments 

First and foremost, we would like to thank the many people who shared their 
programs with us. These are the people who are in the field, who are on the 

front lines, so to speak. They are people who know the problems and are pro­
viding real solutions. They are people of faith, law enforcement officers, prison 
officials, social workers, members of the clergy, and ex-offenders. They direct, 
participate, advise, collaborate, and work on the programs that are described in 
this publication. Our thanks to them all. 

Many people contributed to the preparation and publication of this document: 
Layla Fry researched programs, interviewed program administrators, and 
wrote the original manuscript; NCPC reviewers provided comments: Joselle 
Alexander, Sarita Coletrane, and Jean O’Neil. Rev. Mark Scott, former FASTEN 
director, provided leadership for the effort, and Carley Thimmesch, current 
director, oversaw the final content. Judy Kirby, publications director, and Susan 
Hunt, editor, prepared the manuscript for publication. 

iii Faith Community and Criminal Justice Collaboration 



Introduction 

In the United States more than 140 million people consider themselves to be 
members of a community of faith1. Many in these communities seek to live 

out their faith by making their communities better and safer places to live. They 
work to prevent crime from happening by participating in efforts such as 
Neighborhood Watch, but they also focus on the situation of offenders and pris­
oners by offering prison ministries and reentry programs that seek to break the 
cycle of crime and incarceration. They give attention to at-risk children and 
youth, mentoring children of prisoners, working with gang-involved youth, and 
providing alternative sentencing options for juvenile offenders. 

Faith Community and Criminal Justice Collaboration: A Collection of 
Effective Programs looks at how people of faith work with or in criminal justice 
institutions to reconcile, restore, and nurture individuals back into families and 
communities. You’ll read about people of faith serving across the entire crimi­
nal justice spectrum, from alternative programs for juveniles to support services 
for newly released ex-offenders. Crime will find less opportunity wherever reli­
gious communities weave networks with criminal justice organizations. 

The people who are involved in these programs come from different faith 
traditions, but they have something in common: they want to prevent the suf­
fering caused by crime and to provide healing where crime has occurred. The 
Jewish community speaks of tikkun olam—to repair the world. Christians fol­
low one who said he was bringing "release to the captives." People of Islamic 
faith feel a deep commitment to social justice. Buddhists speak of the "Middle 
Path." The call to bring healing and to restore communities unites people of dif­
ferent religions, races, and ethnicities. 

Criminal justice organizations benefit greatly from the involvement of 
people of faith. They provide an enormous resource of highly motivated volun­
teers and professionals who work to prevent crime by offering at-risk youth 
positive alternatives to gang membership and criminal activity; providing alter­
native sentencing options for substance abusers, shoplifters, and juveniles; and 
seeking to engage program participants in their neighborhoods and communi-
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Introduction 

ties. People of faith work within prisons as well, offering programs that have been 
shown to decrease the risk of recidivism, such as helping prisoners maintain con­
nections with their families, providing assistance with education programs, and 
developing reentry plans that ease the transition into the community. Faith com­
munities provide various aftercare ministries that seek to prevent ex-offenders 
from returning to criminal activity. In all of these programs, they extend the reach 
and the efforts of criminal justice organizations; they create important relation­
ships of trust with youth and ex-offenders that can be a powerful influence for 
good; and they help mobilize communities to address the causes of crime and 
violence. 

We call this publication “A Collection,” but it is only a sampling of what is 
happening wherever people of faith and criminal justice agencies work in cre­
ative partnerships to prevent crime and to address its effects. Although the 
document has a broad sweep, we know that there are many more programs 
being done by people working together to make good things happen. We hope 
that this publication will inspire you to forge effective partnerships, develop 
programs that work, and then share them with your colleagues. 
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