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Columbia’s Day of Service, January 20, 2007

History of the Day of Service—In 1994 Congress passed the King Holiday and Service Act, designating the King Holiday as a national day of volunteer service. Instead of a day off from work or school, Congress asked Americans of all backgrounds and ages to celebrate Dr. King's legacy by turning community concerns into citizen action. The King Day of Service brings together people who might not ordinarily meet, breaks down barriers that have divided us in the past, leads to better understanding and ongoing relationships, and is an opportunity to recruit new volunteers for  ongoing work.

Our signature service program will occur at Harbison West Elementary School and will be an extension of the Saturday Academy Program.  We are looking for other volunteers to help coordinate additional service projects throughout the city.  Below are a few ways you and/or your group can help:
· Identify a Project Coordinator(s)  This individual(s) will organize and help lead the service program.  A HOPE worldwide South Carolina staff member will help this individual to plan and organize a service program.  HOPE worldwide South Carolina will also supply volunteers with T-shirts as well as help to secure an in-kind donation of lunch for all volunteers.
· Recruit Volunteers  We will recruit volunteers from local congregations of faith, universities, high schools and other civic groups.  We will set a challenge for ‘each one to bring one.’  Our goal is to multiply our recruitment efforts by asking each volunteer to bring a friend.  
· Select Team Leaders  Volunteer team leaders will be selected to manage a group of 10-15 volunteers.  This will ease communication and overall effectiveness on that day.

More information will be provided throughout the months of December and January regarding the Day of Service.  Please contact Teeshla Morgan at 803-561-0060 or 803-319-1731 if you are interested coordinating a service program or if you would like to volunteer to help.  
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