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Disaster News Update — February 3to 9, 2007

RECENT DISASTER /HAZARD ACTIVITY (Past 7 days)
Drought: Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota, Missouri, Minnesota, Texas,
Montana
Extreme Cold: Wisconsin, Ohio, New Y ork, Minnesota, North Dakota,
Michigan, Kentucky, Illinois, Massachusetts, Maryland, Indiana, Pennsylvania
Chemical Plant Fire: Kansas
Chemical Release: Missouri (Propane)
|ce: Wisconsin
Severe Winter Weather:
Tornado: Forida

CURRENT FEMA MAJOR DISASTER DECLARATIONS (Past 30 days)
- Horida: Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding (2/8)
Florida: Severe Storms and Tornadoes (2/3)
Oklahoma: Severe Winter Storms (2/1)
Oklahoma: Severe Winter Storms (2/1)
Missouri: Severe Winter Storms and Flooding (1/15)
Oklahoma: Severe Winter Storms and Flooding (Emergency Declaration (1/15))
Nebraska: Severe Winter Storm (1/7)
Kansas: Severe Winter Storm (1/7)
Colorado: Snow (Emergency Declaration (1/7))
Colorado: Snow (Emergency Declaration (1/7))
Fire Declarations: None in the last 30 days

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM NEWS

Faith-Based Disaster Planning Site L aunched (Brooklyn Graphic, 2/8)

They’re a huge part of people'slives, so why not involve churches, synagogues, mosques
and other houses of worship in disaster preparedness? Such thinking spurned the creation
of aWeb site devoted to providing religious institutions, schools, and service providers
with information about how to aid congregants in times of crisis and offer assistance
during rebuilding efforts after a disaster. “This technology will build untold capacity for
changing the way faith-based disaster planning and recovery management is done,” Peter
Gudaitis, CEO and executive director of New Y ork Disaster Interfaith Services (NYDIS),
said at a press conference at Borough Hall to announce the opening of
www.howcam.org.

COMMUNITY PROGRAM NEWS

NAR Urges Congressto Coordinate Disaster Preparedness Plan (RISMedia, 2/8)
The National Association of Realtors, in a statement submitted to the House Financial
Services Committee, commended the committee for focusing on federal response to
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Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and for renewing an important discussion on nationa natural
disaster preparedness. NAR wrote, "We believe the federal government must implement
a standardized, coordinated plan that can become operational immediately in the event of
anatura disaster.” NAR offered several suggestions including better utilization of HUD-
owned homes, which should be readily available to house victims.

RESPONSE AND RECOVERY NEWS

More Disaster Money for Colorado (KOAA News, 2/9)

More federa disaster relief money is coming to Colorado to aid inthe recovery from a
blizzard that paralyzed much of Colorado in December. FEMA has announced that
federal snow emergency funds are now available to help state and local governments,
specia districts, and digible private non-profit agencies to cover specific costs related
to two December blizzards. The help was requested by the governor's office. "We are
thankful to FEMA for their prompt action in making these funds available," said Gov.
Bill Ritter. "We're equally grateful that FEMA has added Larimer and Las Animas
counties to the disader list."

MO FarmersEligible for Disaster L oans (Columbia Daily Tribune, 2/8)

Farmersin Boone County who suffered agricultural losses due to the bad weather from
Nov. 29 through Dec. 2 are now eligible for Farm Service Agency disaster |oans from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. Farmersin Boone County can apply for the federal
emergency loans until Sept. 18 at Boone County Farm Service Agency, 601 Business
Loop 70 W. Mark Mudd, farm loan manager for USDA, said the low-interest disaster
loans are designed to help farmers get back on their feet after a disaster and target farmers
who are unable to obtain loans from conventional sources. Farmers may borrow up to
$500,000 to repair or replace buildings and fences or to compensate for losses of basic
livestock, stored crops, or supplies on hand and equipment that were lost due to the
storm.

Squalls Batter NY L akeshorefor Fifth Day (Associated Press, 2/8)

Gov. Eliot Spitzer declared a state disaster emergency Thursday for Oswego County —
battered by five straight days of |ake-effect squalls that have buried some areas in nearly
seven feet of snow. Spitzer's declaration authorized all state agencies to help assist
municipalities and residents in the storm-wracked region along eastern Lake Ontario.
Earlier Thursday, the county, as well as the city of Oswego and village of Mexico,
declared their own states of emergency and restricted all nonessential travel. No snow-
related deaths were reported Thursday evening.

Disaster Loans May Not Help MO Farmer s (Joplin Globe, 2/8)

Dairy farmer Carla Grimm said her family members racked up tens of thousands of
dollarsin expenses because of January’sice storm, and they’re frustrated because they
were told they won't qualify for federal low-interest loans approved for farmers. Grimm
said she and her husband, Jm, spent $7,000 for fuel and $14,200 for two generators large
enough to run the milk pumps. They lost $7,000 in cattle, burned up a $2,000 tractor
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engine they used to power a generator, endured a frozen well, and have barely begun
repairing fences and clearing debris.

Frigid Temps Grip East and Midwest (Disaster News Network, 2/6)

Below freezing and subzero temperatures have gripped much of the Eastern and
Midwestern U.S. for the past severa days. The frigid conditions stretch from North
Dakotato Chicago and on to Maryland, New Y ork City and Boston. Some cities are
opening warming centers as temps plunge below zero and schools remain closed.

FL VOADS Band Together for Recovery (Disaster News Network, 2/6)

Some member agencies of the Florida Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster
(FLVOAD) say language barriers and distrust of outsiders are an issue in some
neighborhoods where residents are not yet inthe know about what to do next in the
recovery. One responder added that some recovery myths are also abound near Lake
Mack in Lake County, with some residents thinking that they must wait to hear from
insurance companies first before registering with FEMA.. Other residents may be afraid to
step forward due to their immigration status.

Arctic Blast Shuts Down Schools, Trains, Roads (CNN, 2/6)

A bone-chilling arctic cold wave with temperatures as low as 42 below zero shut down
schools Monday, sent homeless people into shelters and put car batteries on the disabled
list from the northern Plains across the Great Lakes. At least six deaths were linked to
the cold weather. The cold was accompanied by snow that was measured in feet in parts
of upstate New York. "Anybody in thelr right mind wouldn't want to be out in weather
likethis," Lawrence Wiley, 57, said at Cincinnati, Ohio's crowded Drop Inn Center
homeless shelter, where he has been living. Monday lows were in the single digits.

FEMA Aid Uneven in Storm Hit Areas(Tampa Tribune, 2/6)

FEMA'’s presence is prominent throughout Central Florida, but residents of Lady Lake
are still awaiting direct assistance. |ts absence on the ground in Lady Lake aside, the
embattled federal relief agency has established a prominent presence in Central Floridain
the wake of the storms. It has set up two disaster recovery centers, which are supposed to
function as clearinghouses for those in need. One center isin Lake Mack, asite with
damage and demographics similar to Lady Lake, about 30 miles away. The other, as
Vance's handout noted, isin Sumter County inside the sprawling Villages devel opment.
This site also was supposed to serve residents of Lady Lake, which isin Lake County,
severa miles of snarled traffic away. Lady Lake residents looking for access to long-
term assistance - most of whom are low-income or elderly or both - needed to leave their
neighborhoods and drive or find aride to The Villages, if they knew the disaster recovery
center was there.

FL Cleaning Up After Tornadoes (Y ahoo News, 2/3)

Pulling blue tarps over the houses that still had walls, neighbors, jail inmates and
National Guard troops picked up amid rain showers Saturday from dead-of-night
thunderstorms that chewed through the middle of Florida, killing at least 20 people. The
cleanup task was daunting Saturday as showers soaked roofless homes, and piles of
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twisted aluminum siding, bricks, belongings, tree limbs and lumber. Power lines were
down and traffic signals out in many areas. Governor Crist praised the residents and
charitable groups who pitched in to help clean up.

CO snow removal costs pile up (Rocky Mountain News, 2/3)

The cost of snow removal is approaching $20 million in the seven-county metro area,
which could delay or halt other street projects. Dwindling supplies of de-iciersare
forcing some cities and counties to ration supplies or turn to other materials auch as salt
and sand. Equipment problems - broken plow blades, failed transmissions and other
mechanical failures - will run up the cost for cities and counties. Some agencies are
turning to FEMA to help replenish snow removal budgets.

PREPAREDNESS AND MITIGATION NEWS

Airwaves over haul is suggested to improve emer gency signals (Wilmington Star, 2/8)
A former police chief in New Y ork state with 47 years of law enforcement experience,
Harlin McEwen is an advocate for aradical planthat would require 37,000 transmitter
sites across the U.S. to create a broadband network for first responders in disasters.
Recalling images of the Sept. 11 attacks and Hurricane Katrina, O'Brien is pitching the
plan as away to introduce new technology to emergency responders and remedy the
major problems that keep those rescuers from communicating with each other in a
disaster.

Proposed cutsto first responder grants draw fire (GovExec.Com, 2/7)

DHS's FY 08 budget request would provide less money than is now being spent on
politically popular first responder grant programs, a move that drew criticism from
Democrats and Republicans alike. The budget would provide about $2.2 billion for state
and local grants and training programs, which is about $1.2 hillion, or 35 percent, less
than Congress enacted for the current fiscal year. Significantly, funding for state
homeland security grants would be less than half the current leve, falling from $510
million to $250 million. Grant assistance to firefighters would be cut from $662 million
to $300 million. And law enforcement terrorism prevention program grants would drop
from $363 million to $262 million.

Source: GovExec.Com, 2/8/07.

Hazardous Weather Awareness Week in Florida (Government Technology, 2/7)

Next week Governor Crist, along with state and local emergency management teams, will
be participating in Hazardous Weather Awareness Week activities across the state. The
annual statewide "Tornado Drill" will be conducted on Wednesday, February 14, 2007.
From more information, please go to www.FloridaDisaster.org/kids.

Ready.gov Releases Spanish Public Service Announcements (Government Tech., 2/7)
In order to encourage Americans to prepare themselves, their families and their
communities, DHS, in partnership with The Advertising Council, has sponsored public
service advertisements (PSAS) that educate and empower Americans to prepare for and
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respond to all kinds of emergencies. The Campaign has televison, radio, print, outdoor
and internet advertisements directed toward individuals and families; radio, print, outdoor
and internet advertisements directed toward owners and managers of small and medium-
sized business; and television, radio, print, outdoor and internet advertisements for
Spanish speakers. All of the Ready ads are PSAs, meaning they run in donated media
space only.

US Officials: Evacuation Plans Incomplete (UPI, 2/7)

Although natural and man-made disasters in the past few years have spurred agencies at
al levels of government to examine their emergency response plans and address
deficiencies, gaping holes still exist, said panelists who took part in a forum sponsored by
the American Military University on Feb. 6. Plans for evacuation of endangered
populations are incomplete, explained Patrick McCrory, mayor of Charlotte, NC., and a
member of President Bush's Homeland Security Advisory Council.

TN Earthquake Preparedness Week Begins Feb. 14 (Fox, 2/7)

Local officialsare getting ready for earthquake awareness week. Wednesday at the
University of Memphis, experts announced a special campaign, which will begin Feb. 12,
to raise awareness of the possibility of such adisaster in the Mid-South. Officials hope
the campaign will prompt the public and business community to create communities that
are more disaster resistant. Town meetings will be held in Dyersburg, Tenn., on Feb 12
and in Union City on Feb. 13. Workshops on public health, emergency response training
and other critical issues will also be held for professionals.

GULF COAST RECOVERY NEWS

$1.2 Billion Tied Up in FEMA Dispute (New Orleans Times Picayune, 2/8)

Concerns about age discrimination are at the heart of a months-long dispute between
Louisiana and FEMA that hastied up $1.2 billion in financing for the Road Home
recovery program. Road Home is designed to help homeowners rebuild after damage
from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and is financed by $10.4 hillion in federal aid. For
homeowners who prefer to sell, the state had hoped to tap another source of money: $1.2
billion from so-called hazard mitigation grants that could be used to convert the property
to open space. The problemisthat in designing the program, LA gave specia preference
to senior citizens who might not want to rebuild. In general, homeowners wishing to sell
are entitled to 60 percent of the pre-storm value of their property. People over 65,
however, can get grants up to $150,000 based on the full value of their homes.

FEMA wants more than $300 Million Returned (New Orleans Times Picayune, 2/6)
In the neighborhood President Bush visited right after Hurricane Katrina, the U.S.
government gave $84.5 million to more than 10,000 households. But Census figures
show fewer than 8,000 homes existed there at the time. Now the government wants back
alot of the money it disbursed across the region. FEMA has determined nearly 70,000

L ouisiana households improperly received $309.1 million ingrants, and officials
acknowledge those numbers are likely to grow.
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Record budget short on Gulf recovery specifics (New Orleans Times Picayune, 2/6)
President Bush on Monday proposed spending another $245 billion on operationsin Iraqg
and Afghanistan and reducing the federa deficit in part by trimming programs favored by
the new magjority. But the budget disappointed Louisiana officials by proposing a shift of
$1.3 hillion allocated for raising and armoring levees and installing pumping stations,
primarily on the east bank of Orleans and Jefferson parishes, to cover shortfalsin
hurricane-protection projects on the West Bark.

Up to 35,000 kids still having major Katrina problems (Leesville Daily Leader, 2/5)
Up to 35,000 children - one-third of those across the Gulf Coast still displaced by
Hurricane Katrina - are having major problems with mental health, behavior or school, a
new study indicates. To make things worse, many of their parents are depressed as well,
leaving them less able to help the children, said Dr. Irwin Redlener, director of Columbia
University's National Center for Disaster Preparedness and president of the Children's
Health Fund, which conducted the study together.

Katrina Camp Children Not Enrolled in School (USA Today, 2/5)

The leader of Louisianas largest school system says she believes that up to 200 children
in the state's biggest hurricane evacuee camp are not registered in local schools. And she
says the U.S. government — citing privacy laws — isdoing little to help officials
identify the youths. East Baton Rouge Parish School Superintendent Charlotte Placide
says FEMA has refused to give school officials direct access to information about youths
in Renaissance Village, atrailer park for families where 1,200-2,000 people live.

State Farm Won't Renew 2,600 Paliciesin Alabama (Insurance Journa, 2/5)

Facing hundreds of hurricane-damage lawsuits on the Mississippi coast, State Farm Fire
and Casualty Co. cited back-to-back years of storm losses in announcing Friday it will
not renew coverage for about 2,600 policyholders mainly in Alabama's beach resorts. The
announcement came after State Farm agreed to pay about $80 million to more than 600
Mississippi policyholders who sued over Katrina damage and at least $50 million more to
resolve thousands of other disputed claims by policyholders who didn't sue.

FEMA Buying Handicapped-Accessible Trailers (The Advocate, 2/4)

As FEMA continues to push hurricane evacuees to find permanent housing nearly 18
months after Katrina, the agency is buying severa thousand more trailers. FEMA has
spent nearly $30 million since July on 2,000 new travel trailers and mobile homes that are
handicapped-accessible. The agency is aso seeking proposals for another 1,500. But
fewer than half of the 2,000 trailers already delivered were occupied as of last week. Of
the 10,000 or so handicapped-accessible travel trailers and mobile homesin FEMA'’s
inventory, just over half house people, with the rest in storage.

Little Progress Seen for Poorest After Hurricane (New York Times, 2/2)

The recovery from Hurricane Katrina has stagnated for the poorest families displaced by
the storm, a new study shows. Many still suffer from a significant loss of income, a
higher-than-normal rate of chronic diseases like hypertension and an exponential risein
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mental health problems among children. The study, conducted in the Gulf Coast region
of Mississippi ayear after the storm by the Mailman School of Public Health at Columbia
University and the Children's Health Fund, showed no improvement since asurvey in
Louisiana six months earlier.
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