
Assessment Tools – Instrument Suggestions for Education
	Instrument
	Grade Level - age
	Literacy Element Measured
	Material:
	Data Collection

- How/who administers?

- Training?

- Frequency? - Time per individual?
	Aggregation – Analysis

- Score/Code

- Data Entry
	Generating Reports
	Comments

	Name: Quality Characteristic Outputs (**intermediate outcomes
)
[Source: Project STAR]

	K-12
	Focus is on service quality characteristics: timeliness of delivery, accuracy of assistance, customer satisfaction.

- Dosage (e.g., minutes/contact, contacts/week, length of program)

- Contextual Issues (e.g., leadership/support, collaboration with teachers/school)

- Delivery of service (e.g., students tutored, trained tutors, literacy material used)


	Matrix for each literacy element measured to rate service.
	- Administrator completes and signs off on Matrix Summary Form 

- AmeriCorps members document outputs (e.g., number served, times met, hours/minutes)
	Program level –  aggregation of primary effort; analysis in the form of reporting 

National level – can use basic database (excel)  or more  sophisticated technology
	- Can use a template for reporting. 

- Reports can be developed for program, state, and national levels.
	- Allows all literacy tutoring programs to participate in the National Evaluation.

-  Key to meaningful results is the degree of emphasis placed on accountability of data collected. 

- Manner in which results are reported determines the strength of the data.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: DIBELS

(Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills)

[Source: FL State commission]
	K-6
	- Phonological Awareness

- Alphabetic principle

-Vocabulary

- Comprehension

-Fluency with Connected Text
	-Assessments (5?) 

-Normed - yes
	-Administered 3 times per year.

-Takes a few minutes per student to test.

-AmeriCorps members can administer
	Assessment scores can be managed at home for entering the data; or be sent to DIBELS for aggregation at a cost (see reports)
	DIBELS can aggregate data and generate reports.
	DIBELS is popular with a number of A/C programs.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: TOWRE

(Test of Word Reading Efficiency)

[Source: JBS International]
	 6-24 years old
	-Word reading accuracy

-Reading fluency

The 2 subtests measure:

-the ability to accurately recognize familiar words as whole units or "sight words" (Sight Word Efficiency- SWE)

-the ability to "sound out" words quickly (Phonetic Decoding Efficiency (PDE)
	Complete Kit includes: 

-Examiner’s Manual, 

-Form A Profile/Examiner Record Booklets (25) 

-Form B Profile/Examiner Record Booklets (25)

-Form A Word Cards

-Form B Word Cards

-Normed-yes

“extensive” reliability & validity testing
	-Takes 5-10 minutes per student 

-Pre test-post test

-AmeriCorps members can administer with minimum orientation
	Can develop spreadsheet to enter pre and post tests


	Can develop report template 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: AIMSweb Pro
 (Pearsons – same Co. that owns TOWRE)

[Source: MN State Commission]

	Early elementary?
	Curriculum-Based Measurement (CBM) testing materials and web-based software provides schools with a 3 Tier Progress Monitoring and Response to Intervention System. Includes CBM measures for Reading, Early Literacy, and support for DIBELS
	-Contains over 7 assessments.

-“Test meet professional standards for reliability & validity”
	-At minimum, administered 3 times a year.  

- Established benchmarks, data for at-risk learners.

-Takes 1-4 minutes

-Teachers/volunteers can administer
	Provides data management for 3rd party assessments (e.g. DIBELS)
	Generate reports at student, classroom, grade, district levels
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: Group Reading Assessment & Diagnostic Evaluation (GRADE
)

[Source: Nancy Henry, NWRL]
	Pre-K, K-12, Post secondary (different forms)
	GRADE is used for diagnostic and progress monitoring:

-Reading comprehension

-Language comprehension

-Decoding

-Cipher Knowledge

-Lexical Knowledge

-Phoneme Awareness

-Letter Knowledge

-Concepts About Print

-Semantics (Vocabulary and Morphology)

-Phonological Awareness
	-Classroom set includes 30 Student Booklets, Teacher's Administration Manual, and Teacher's Scoring and Interpretation Manual.

-Normed-yes
	-Administered individually or group by teacher. 

-Training: Administration manual included

-Time to administer: 45 minutes – 2 hours, depending on the level.

-Frequency: multiple testing options; designed for progress monitoring.
	Produces raw scores from each subtest that can be converted to stanines, standard scores, percentiles, normal curve equivalencies, and grade equivalencies.   
	Scoring and reporting software available; training available online.
	Concurrent and predictive validity was assessed using a variety of other standardized reading assessments, including the Iowa Test of Basic Skills, California Achievement Test, etc.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI
)

[Source: Nancy Henry, NWRL]
	Pre-K - 12
	-Comprehension

-Word Identification

-Strategic Reading

-Fluency
	Includes book (496 pp) and CD-Rom

-Normed-no
	-Administered by instructor, time?
-Training: instructions included in materials. CD-Rom contains video demonstration. 

- “Informal assessment instrument”

-Frequency?
	-“Assessment Options” discussed in Section 9 of book.  Video on CD-Rom demonstrates scoring.

-Data Entry?
	Does not generate reports, although there may be suggestions in the book about how to report.
	Piloted with 1000 students; section 16 of book includes information on development, reliability, and validity.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name: Standardized Test (e.g. STAR, FCAT)
	Depends but usually starts at 2nd or 3rd grade
	-Phonemic awareness

-Letter knowledge

-Decoding, encoding

-Fluency

-Etc.
	-School district (or those contracted) handle testing, data collection, aggregation, reporting

-Normed-yes
	-School districts/states set timeline.

- Score for 1 year usually not available until the next year
	-Need protocol on how to get scores for individual students and control group.  

-Would need to be matched for quasi- or experimental design
	Single score by school.  
	-Ubiquitous – every state has one

-Not nuanced

-Issue picking up low scoring student gains


� Hatry, Harry. 1999. Performance Measurement. Washington, D.C.: Urban Institute Press


“Service quality characteristics: A special type of intermediate outcome. As used here, quality indicates how well a service was delivered, based on characteristics important to customers. …Some people label quality characteristics (such as response times to request for service) as output because they are characteristics of the output.  However, if a characteristic is expected to be important to customers, it is better to consider it as an intermediate outcome, not an output.  Because quality characteristics usually are important to customers, they are better labeled as outcomes to help ensure that they are given proper attention by agencies”  P 17





� DIBELS: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dibels.org/" ��http://www.dibels.org/�





� TOWRE:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.pearsonassessments.com/towre.aspx" ��http://www.pearsonassessments.com/towre.aspx� 





� AIMSweb Language Arts Pro:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.aimsweb.com/products/aimsweb-systems/slp/aimsweb-pro-language-arts/" ��http://www.aimsweb.com/products/aimsweb-systems/slp/aimsweb-pro-language-arts/�





� GRADE: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZ16e&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=3289&PMDbSubCategoryId=24801&PMDbSubjectAreaId=&PMDbProgramId=28136" ��http://www.pearsonschool.com/index.cfm?locator=PSZ16e&PMDbSiteId=2781&PMDbSolutionId=6724&PMDbSubSolutionId=&PMDbCategoryId=3289&PMDbSubCategoryId=24801&PMDbSubjectAreaId=&PMDbProgramId=28136�





� QRI: � HYPERLINK "http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/academic/product/0,3110,0205443273,00.html" ��http://www.pearsonhighered.com/educator/academic/product/0,3110,0205443273,00.html�
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