












Extensions in disseminating child care infor­
mation through the National Network for 
Child Care (NNCC). 

✪	 Jump to NCCIC’s (National Child Care 
Information Center) mecca of resources, 
including: the full text of Child Care Bulletin, 
and a list of organizations serving child care 
and related professions (including contact 
information, with Web addresses, where 
applicable). 

✪	 Further your professional education at 
Wheelock College, Concordia College, and 
Child Care Career Institute (CCIC). 

✪	 E-mail individual members of NIOStreet 

✪	 Request information and publications from the 
NIOST clearinghouse. 

Designed to help make information of interest to 
SAC professionals easy to find, the NIOST home 
page can help you locate web sites you need. The 
site currently organizes links of interest to SAC 
professionals under six subject areas: 

1. Resources related to SAC policy 

2. Resources related to SAC programming 

3. Technical Assistance for those in SAC 

4. Funding resources 

5. Technology resources 

6. General resources 

Looking for the Children’s Defense Fund? Check 
under “SAC Policy Resources.” There you will 
find a link to the Children’s Defense Fund and 
other organizations and resources of interest to 
SAC advocates. The “What’s New” feature keeps 
you informed of changes since your last visit. 

Stepping out on Your Own: 
✪	 Search Engines—The world wide web pro­

vides a multitude of search engines (e.g. 
AltaVista, Excite, Infoseek, Lycos & Yahoo) 
which allow you to explore the inner depths 
and far reaches of the Internet world. The ben­
efit of using a search engines is that you can 
find wonderful information about curriculum 
activities, administration, news articles, etc. 
using your own key words. 

* ERIC/EECE search—This is a great clearing­
house on elementary and early childhood edu­
cation issues which is also available on the web. 
You can find information on the physical, cog­
nitive, social, educational and cultural develop­
ment and education of children. To journey 
through their collection visit the NIOST home 
page and click on the ERIC/EECE link. 

The NIOST web site is continually updated. If 
you have comments that you feel would 
improve the page, please send them to our 
webmistress: lcoltin@wellesley.edu 

E-mail (electronic mail) is your Vehicle to SAC-L 
Not only does E-mail allow you to correspond 
one-on-one with people you know, you can also 
join “listservs” and discuss, deconstruct, and debate 
issues of common intereStreet You can connect 

with your colleagues instantaneously and get sup­
port from people who face the same daily chal­
lenges of working in the SAC field. Keep 
informed about what is happening in public poli­
cy. Find out about upcoming conference events. 
Learn about funding opportunities. 

To reach out to the SAC community it is as easy 
as joining the SAC-L world-wide discussion 
group. Co-owned by NIOST and the ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early 
Childhood Education (ERIC/EECE) at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
SAC-L is where administrators, caregivers/teach­
ers, policy-makers, parents, and others interested 
in school-age care share ideas, resources, prob­
lems, and solutions over the internet—24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 

To subscribe to SAC-L: 
1. Send an E-mail message (without your E-mail 

signature, if you have one) to: listserv@postof­
fice.cso.uiuc.ed 

2. Leave the subject line blank. 

3. Type: subscribe SAC-L <Your Full Name Here> 

(substituting your own name, without brackets, 
for <Your Full Name Here> above) in the first 
line of the message area, for example, subscribe 
sac-l Jane E. Doe 

4. Send the message. 

Once the list manager has added your E-mail 
address to SAC-L, you will receive a welcome 
message about the list and can now post messages 
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to everyone on the list at the sac-

l@postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu address.
 

To unsubscribe from SAC-L: 
1. Send a one-line E-mail message to: 

listserv@postoffice.cso.uiuc.ed 

2. Type:signoff SAC-L 

You should receive a note confirming your sig­
noff within a few minutes (although sometimes 
it can take an hour or two). 

Netiquette: 
✪	 Provide your audience with adequate context: 

Use meaningful subject lines, 
Quote the E-mail to which you are responding, 
Avoid pronouns. 

✪	 Be aware of page layout issues: 
Have short paragraphs, 
Have lines under seventy-five characters, 
Have the entire E-mail under twenty-five 
lines. 

✪	 Find replacements for gestures and intonation: 
Smileys :-) =) =P ;-), 
Asterisks, 
Capital letters, 
Typed-out vocalizations, 
White space, 
Lower-case letters, 
Creative punctuation. 

Archive Feature: 
There is this nifty feature in SAC-L, which archives 
all of the messages, and allows you to access them at 
any time. 

Books and Articles: 
Internet for Kids: A Beginner’s Guide to Surfing 
the Net, by Ted Pedersen and Francis Moss, Price 
Stern Sloan, Inc. 1995 

A to Z: The Early Childhood Educator’s Guide 
to the Internet, by the ERIC?EECE staff with an 
introduction by Bonnie Blagojevic, 1995. ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Elementary and Early 
Childhood Education, University of Illinois, 805 
W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Urbana, IL 61801­
4897. Tel. (217) 333-1386. 

NCCIC Internet Guide: How to Access Child 
Care Information on the Internet, compiled by 
staff of the National Child Care Information 
Center, the Guide will be available on NCCIC’s 
Home Page on Internet 
(http://www.ericps.crc.uiuc.edu/nccic/ncci­
chome.html), Print version published August 
1996, Electronic version prepared February 1997. 

Child Care Bulletin, Child Care Bureau, 
May/June 1996 (Issue 9). 

TECHNOLOGY IN THE SCHOOL-AGE 
CARE FIELD 
The following are examples of how technology is 
being used to support the school-age field. 

1. Making the Most of Out-of-School Time 
(MOST Initiative) 
http://www.wellesley.edu/WCW/CRW/SAC/ 

(case sensitive) 

Contact:MOST Project Director—Joyce Shortt 
617-283-2526 

National Institute on Out-of-School Time 
Center for Research on Women 

Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA 02181 
e-mail: jshortt@wellesley.edu 

In 1994, the DeWitt Wallace-Reader’s Digest 
Fund made an unprecedented commitment to 
school-age child care by launching the MOST 
Initiative, a $6.5 million project aimed at system­
atic community-based change to improve the 
quality and availability of out-of-school care for 
children. MOST was designed in partnership 
with the National Institute on Out-of-School 
Time (NIOST) at the Wellesley College Center 
for Research on Women. The SACCProject, with 
over 15 years of action research and expertise in 
the field of school-age care, provides the national 
scope and vision to oversee the effort. This initia­
tive will enable communities to utilize collabora­
tive strategies to address the needs of youth, espe­
cially those from low-income families, during the 
hours they are not in school and most often at risk. 

After a one-year planning process, three cities— 
Boston, Chicago, and Seattle—were selected in 
May, 1995, to receive grants of up to $1.2 million 
for implementation of a three-year Action Plan. 
Action Plans were developed through an intensive 
collaborative process that allowed for providers, par­
ents, foundations, community leaders, educators, 
children, and other concerned individuals to 
assess needs, develop strategies, and generate sub­
stantial matching funds. Although each plan is 
unique to the needs of its particular communities, 
they all focus on achieving the following national 
MOST Initiative goals for school-age care: 

✪	 increased public awareness of the need for out­
of-school care 
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✪	 increased numbers of children served 

✪	 program start-up and improvement 

✪	 participation in a national accreditation project 
(See NIAS/ASQ Description) 

✪	 increased professional development and in-ser­
vice training opportunities for providers 

✪	 development of a college-based academic pro­
gram culminating in a degree or certificate 

✪	 implementation of financial assistance pro­
grams for families in need of school-age care 
and practitioners interested in career development 

✪	 information and resource sharing via the 
Internet 

✪	 development of a local school-age conference 
to be held annually 

✪	 local fund raising to sustain the project’s goals 

The Wellesley NIOST staff work closely with each 
community to provide technical assistance and 
comprehensive training support. In addition, the 
NIOST facilitates communication between sites 
and other interested parties at national conferences 
and annual retreats to do problem solving and to 
share lessons learned. DeWitt Wallace-Reader’s 
Digest Fund has also hired an independent 
research organization, Chapin Hall Center for 
Children, to conduct a multi-year evaluation of the 
MOST Initiative. At the conclusion of the 
Implementation Phase (1998), the NIOST will 
synthesize and disseminate a wide range of techni­
cal assistance materials for application in other 
communities, with the goal of initiating systematic 

changes at a national level to better serve the needs 
of children and youth in their out-of-school time. 
Boston, Chicago and Seattle are each working to 
achieve the national MOST goals in their own 
unique ways. Highlights of their activities are 
described on the following pages. 

Boston MOST 
Contact: Boston MOST Coordinator: 

Laura Gang 
Parents United for Child Care 
Boston School Age Child Care Project 
30 Winter Street, 7th floor 
Boston, MA 02108-4720 
phone: 617-426-8288 
fax: 617-542-1515 
e-mail: gang@pucc.com 

http://www.wellesley.edu/WCW/CRW/SAC/mo 
st-boston.html 

Boston MOST maintains a homepage with links 
to some of its collaborative partners such as 
Boston Public Library, Child Care Careers 
Institute, and Arts in Progress. 

Chicago MOST 
Contact: Chicago MOST Coordinator: 

Leonette Coates 
Day Care Action Council of Illinois 
4753 N. Broadway, Suite 1200 
Chicago, IL 60640 
phone: 773-564-8872 
fax: 773-561-2256 
e-mail: chgomost@interaccess.com 

http://homepage.interaccess.com/~chgomost/ 

Internet Database Related to Children and 
Youth 
A collaborative venture involving Chicago 
MOST, the Chicago Youth Agency Partnership, 
and Children and Youth 2000 is working to 
develop a database related to children and youth 
in the Chicago area. There are 446 Chicago-
based organizations among these collaborating 
agencies alone. They include child care centers, 
youth-serving agencies, drop-in centers, universi­
ties and colleges, health care providers, advocacy 
organizations, religious organizations, corpora­
tions, and government agencies. 

The following list provides a sampling of what 
this database seeks to accomplish: 

✪	 Vastly improve communication efforts required 
to create system-wide change. 

✪	 Make available information about professional 
competencies for youth workers, child care 
workers, and nonprofit leaders and managers as 
well as advertise the availability of training and 
educational opportunities based on these com­
petencies. 

✪	 Provide linkages to information on models and 
best practices locally, regionally and nationally 
in such areas as prenatal care, gang interven­
tion, and other child and youth development 
topics. 

✪	 Significantly increase the involvement of 
youth, parents, community members and orga­
nizers in policy/advocacy efforts by making 
timely information immediately available to 
them and rapid responses possible. 
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