Fact Sheet on Secular and
Faith-Based Community Organizations


Financial Contributions of FBOs to Social Service Delivery:

· FBOs provide $20 billion of privately contributed funds to social service delivery for over 70 million Americans annually. 

Contributions of religious involvement to civil and healthy lifestyles:
(based on the review of 669 studies)
:

· Higher levels of religious involvement make for an important protective factor that buffers or insulates individuals from deleterious outcomes:

Health and Safety Impacts:

· Reduced hypertension

· Longer survival

· Less depression

· Lower levels of drug and alcohol use and abuse

· Less promiscuous sexual behaviors

· Reduced likelihood of suicide

· Lower rates of delinquency among youth

· Reduced criminal activity among adults

Increased Well-being Measures:

· Positive mental health

· Hope

· Purpose

· Meaning in life

· Educational attainment

Scope and Value of Volunteer Support:

· 74% of congregations provide volunteers to at least one FBO involved in service provision.

· 59% of individual congregants reported that they volunteered to provide social services at least a “few times a year.”

· 54% of people who regularly attend religious services volunteer, compared to only 32% of people who don’t
.

· Half of all congregations support some social services by providing volunteers.

· The average number of volunteer hours per faith-based social program per month was approximately 148 hours.

· 76% of congregations provided their buildings for use.

· Based on the value of paid and volunteer labor, use of the building and services, as well as monetary contributions, the average congregation sponsored program in Philadelphia was worth $4,113/month.

· Congregations in Philadelphia provide $246 million worth of social services annually.

· Congregations are predominantly involved in providing emergency assistance to individuals and families through financial, food, clothing, and housing assistance.

· Congregations typically provide long-term assistance through indirect financial and volunteer support of interfaith or other agencies equipped to provide these services.

· FBOs involved in HUD’s Section 202 program have produced an estimated 215,000 units of housing for the elderly and handicapped.

Some General Characteristics of Community Organizations
:

· Proximity to and creditability among neighborhoods and within congregations.

· Experience with serving those in-need, volunteer management.

· Possess intangible resources such as buildings, equipment, etc.

· Established leadership within the community.

· Somewhat cautious of partnering with the federal government.

· May face administrative challenges.

· May benefit from increased access to information and capacity building.

Some Tips for Approaching Community Organizations:

· Building relationships with small community organizations takes time.  Meeting in person (vs. sending letter/e-mail) is preferred for effective relationship building.

· Come prepared with mutual, cooperative missions.  Keep the common ground visible when discussing potential partnerships.  Be flexible.

· Understand terminology and hierarchy.  If unsure, ask.

· Keep in mind that intermediaries can provide critical capacity building and networking opportunities to faith-based organizations. 

· If formal partnership is not likely, consider forming advisory committees or neighborhood / regional councils on various topics.  Simple dialogue can be successful and effective for generating new ideas, interest, and funds.

· Where possible, join faith-based organizations with the appropriate public policy entities in order to facilitate cross-sector collaboration and information sharing.
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