National Council of La Raza

What is the National Council of La Raza?

The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) – the largest national constituency-based Hispanic organization in the U.S. – is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt organization established in 1968. Its mission is to reduce poverty and discrimination and improve life opportunities for Hispanic Americans. Headquartered in Washington, DC, NCLR has field offices in Atlanta, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York City, Phoenix, Sacramento, San Antonio, and San Juan, Puerto Rico.

How does NCLR work toward achieving its mission?

NCLR works through two primary, complementary approaches: 

· Capacity-building assistance to support and strengthen Hispanic community-based organizations: providing organizational assistance in management, governance, program operations, and resource development to Hispanic community-based organizations nationwide, especially those that serve low-income and disadvantaged Hispanics. 

· Applied research, policy analysis, and advocacy: providing an Hispanic perspective on issues such as education, immigration, economic policy, housing, health, employment, and civil rights enforcement, to increase policy-maker and public understanding of Hispanic needs and to encourage the adoption of programs and policies that equitably serve Hispanics.

NCLR strengthens these efforts with public information and media activities and special and international projects. These include formation of and participation in coalitions and other special activities that use the NCLR structure and credibility to create other entities or projects that are important to the Hispanic community.

Whom does NCLR serve?

NCLR serves all Hispanic nationality groups in all regions of the country through its formal network of more than 300 affiliates who together serve 41 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia – and a broader network of more than 35,000 groups and individuals nationwide – reaching more than four million Hispanics annually. NCLR welcomes affiliation from independent Hispanic groups that share NCLR’s goals and self-help philosophy. NCLR also assists Hispanic groups that are not formal affiliates through issue networks on health, education, housing, leadership, and other issue areas.

What is NCLR’s role in providing an Hispanic perspective on national issues?

NCLR’s Policy Analysis Center is the leading Hispanic think tank and preeminent voice in Washington, DC for Hispanic Americans. Its unique capacity to provide timely policy analyses, combined with its considerable advocacy expertise, a reputation for political independence, and an identifiable constituency, permits NCLR to play an important role in policy and advocacy efforts. Its policy-related documents command extensive press and policy-maker attention, and NCLR is consistently asked to testify and comment on public policy issues such as immigration and education, as well as other issues of broad concern, from affordable housing to health policy and tax reform. It uses a synergistic and complementary approach between its capacity-building efforts and its advocacy-related activities to achieve its goals.

Who are NCLR’s leaders?

NCLR President Janet Murguia has emerged as a key figure among the next generation of leaders in the Latino community. She began her career in Washington, DC as legislative counsel to former Kansas Congressman Jim Slattery, serving for seven years. She then worked at the White House in various capacities from 1994 to 2000, ultimately as deputy assistant to President Clinton and deputy director of legislative affairs, serving as a senior White House liaison to Congress. Prior to joining NCLR, she was the Executive Vice Chancellor for University Relations at the University of Kansas, overseeing the university's internal and external relations with the public, including governmental and public affairs, and coordinating the university's strategic planning and marketing efforts. 

Murguia has served on the National Council of La Raza’s Board of Directors and on the Kauffman Foundation Youth Development Board. She is currently a Board member of the Independent Sector, a coalition of leading nonprofits, foundations, and corporations committed to connecting, informing, and advocating on behalf of the nonprofit and philanthropic community. She also serves on the Board of Trustees for YouthFriends, a nationally recognized school-based mentoring effort. Recently, Hispanic magazine selected Murguia for its annual list of "100 Top Latinas" for the second consecutive year. Additionally, she was named by Hispanic Business magazine as one of the "100 Most Influential Hispanics" and as one of "80 Elite Hispanic Women."

The NCLR Board Chair is Mónica Lozano, Publisher and CEO of La Opinión, the nation's largest Spanish-language daily which is headquartered in Los Angeles, California. Under her direction, La Opinión has entered into important strategic partnerships with key media companies, nonprofits, government, and private business. These efforts have included a program to inform one million Latino parents about education issues, the development and statewide distribution of annual health-related supplements, an outreach campaign on the Cal-Grants program on behalf of the State of California, and a series of seminars for small business owners.

She serves on the Board of Directors of the Walt Disney Company and Tenet Health Care Corporation. In 2001, she was appointed to the University of California Board of Regents, and has also served on the Board of Trustees of the University of Southern California since 1990. She sits on numerous nonprofit boards, including the California HealthCare Foundation.

What constitutes NCLR’s governing structure?

NCLR’s governing Board represents the constituency it serves. NCLR’s Board of Directors includes 30 elected members; bylaws require that the Board include representatives of all geographic regions of the U.S. and all Hispanic subgroups, that half the Board represent affiliates or have identifiable constituencies, and that the Board include approximately half men and half women. The Board’s leadership consists of a Chairperson and an Executive Committee – members who share responsibility for Board governance and organizational oversight issues.

Established in 1982, the Corporate Board of Advisors (CBA) is made up of senior executives from 25 major corporations, as well as liaison staff from each company. The CBA meets with NCLR leadership twice a year to discuss issues and programs of common concern. CBA members also assist NCLR and its network through financial, in-kind, and programmatic support. 

How does cooperation and collaboration with partners advance NCLR’s mission?

NCLR staff belong to and help lead many issue-focused coalitions and associations, cooperating with other nonprofit organizations and private-sector entities on issues ranging from welfare reform to charter schools. All of NCLR’s national-emphasis projects include efforts to educate mainstream organizations, public and private, about Hispanic needs, and help them develop partnerships with Hispanic community-based organizations. NCLR also carries out joint projects with other partners, such as the National Immigration Law Center and the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, to advocate for increased opportunities for Latinos across the country.

What publication resources are available from NCLR?

NCLR’s publications serve as a resource for persons and organizations seeking current and background information on a wide range of issues affecting Hispanic Americans, from education and health to political and social empowerment. They present a uniquely Hispanic perspective and focus, particularly on issues affecting minority, limited-English-speaking, and/or low-income persons. Publications include research and policy papers, training materials, statistical analyses, fact sheets, issue updates, congressional testimony, and selected speeches and presentations. NCLR also publishes a quarterly magazine, Agenda. For a copy of NCLR’s Publications Catalog, visit NCLR’s website: www.nclr.org.
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