June 2002

NAME

STREET

CITY, STATE ZIP

Dear Homes for Service Participant:

Thank you for being a part of Homes for Service, the initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service to identify affordable housing for AmeriCorps and AmeriCorp*VISTA members serving in the states of Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. We would like to update you on a number of developments in both national service and Homes for Service.

But first of all, we want to say thank you. Your willingness to provide affordable housing to an AmeriCorps or AmeriCorps*VISTA member, for a few weeks, a few months or a full year, will help support these committed individuals as they strive to make our northern New England communities better places to live.

The service you are providing to AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members is what President Bush referred to in the State of the Union address given earlier this year, when he called on all Americans to commit themselves to their country:

My call tonight is for every American to commit at least two years -- 4,000 hours over the rest of your lifetime -- to the service of your neighbors and your nation…Our country needs citizens working to rebuild our communities. We need mentors to love children, especially children whose parents are in prison.  And we need more talented teachers in troubled schools. USA Freedom Corps will expand and improve the good efforts of AmeriCorps and Senior Corps to recruit more than 200,000 new volunteers.

Now for the updates:

1. AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members are both gearing up for their 2002 recruitment season. Most members are recruited between now and September, when many of the positions start. You can begin to expect phone calls from newly recruited members seeking housing in your area.

2. Please take advantage of the enclosed shared housing checklist to discuss with prospective housemates the details of any housing arrangement. Also keep in mind 

that the Corporation for National and Community Service assumes no liability for shared housing arrangements. The final decision to share a home is the responsibility of individual hosts and AmeriCorps members.  

3. Day-to-day management of Homes for Service is gradually being assumed by individual programs in each state.  Please direct your questions to the contact for your state:

MAINE: Maryalice Crofton, Maine Commission on Community Service, 207-287-5313, Maryalice.Crofton@state.me.us

VERMONT: Andrew Huff, AmeriCorps*VISTA Coordinator, City of Burlington Community and Economic Development Office, 802·865·7547, ahuff@ci.burlington.vt.us

NEW HAMPSHIRE: Corporation for National and Community Service ME/NH/VT State Office, 603-225-1450, HomesForService@aol.com

GENERAL QUESTIONS REGARDING ALL THREE STATES: Corporation for National and Community Service ME/NH/VT State Office, 603-225-1450, HomesForService@aol.com

4. Please let us know if you do provide housing to an AmeriCorps or AmeriCorps*VISTA member so we can keep our records current.  

5. Please contact us if you would like to receive more information about national service -- either general information about current programs or regular updates about upcoming events and other activities.  If you are requesting regular updates, we will need an E-mail address for you.  General information can be sent once via U.S. mail.  You can also read more about our programs on the Web at: www.nationalservice.org

6. If you have additional questions about Homes for Service, or if your availability to participate in the program has changed, please contact us as soon as possible.  

Finally, don’t forget to talk to your friends, neighbors, co-workers and family about serving as a host home or about joining AmeriCorps.  

Thank you again for your service, and we look forward to continuing to work with you to help AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members make northern New England a better place to live.

Sincerely,

Shireen Tilley, State Program Director

Corporation for National and Community Service – Maine/New Hampshire/Vermont State Office

603-225-1450

stilley@cns.gov

Volunteer NH!

www.volunteernh.org

Volunteer Maine!

www.volunteermaine.org

Vermont Commission on National and Community Service

http://www.state.vt.us/cncs/

