ATTENTION:

Americorps Program Directors &

Americorps*VISTA Project Supervisors

PROBLEM:

You Need New Members &

Your Members Need Affordable Housing

SOLUTION:

Homes for Service

HOW DOES HOMES FOR SERVICE WORK?

Homes for Service, a pilot initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service, has begun to identify affordable housing opportunities in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont for AmeriCorps members and AmeriCorps*VISTA members.  Many of these opportunities are rooms in homes of local residents.  A list of available host homes is distributed every 3-4 weeks via E-mail to program directors and project supervisors, who are asked to share it with their current members, new recruits and potential applicants.  We hope this information will also soon be available on a Web site.

WHAT IF THERE ARE NO HOMES IN COMMUNITIES WHERE MY MEMBERS ARE SERVING?

Programs and projects can take a proactive role in helping find housing where it’s needed.  The attached packet includes materials to help:

· A sample press release that you can adapt to include information about what members are accomplishing in your community.  Once the press release is revised, you can send it to all local newspapers, radio and television stations.

· A flyer that you can copy, distribute and post in prominent locations throughout the community where you want to recruit host homes.  Add your own phone number to ensure that calls from potential host homes come directly to you.

· A checklist of issues that host homes and members should discuss before agreeing to a shared housing arrangement.  Provide this list to all host homes and AmeriCorps applicants, recruits and members.

ARE HOST HOMES SCREENED?

Homes for Service is an informal, volunteer resource service that provides the names of citizens who have volunteered to provide housing for free or at a reduced rate for AmeriCorps members.  Because hosting an AmeriCorps member is strictly on a volunteer basis, and because AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members are adults totally responsible for their own housing arrangements, the Corporation for National and Community Service assumes no responsibility for the suitability of individual host homes.  The final decision to share a home is the responsibility of individual hosts and AmeriCorps members.  Members are encouraged to interview host homes and to ask for references to determine the quality and appropriateness of these volunteer housing opportunities.  In order to identify a shared housing situation that will work for all parties, Homes for Service has developed a checklist of issues that may arise when sharing housing.  Members and hosts are encouraged to discuss the checklist before finalizing a shared housing arrangement. 

WHAT KIND OF HOUSING IS AVAILABLE?

Homes for Service range in price from free to $400 a month.  While some Homes for Service are private rentals, many involve sharing a home with one other adult.  Some host homes may have two adults already living there; a few also have children and/or pets in the household.  Some host homes request that members assist with minor chores around the house, such as shoveling snow or caring for pets when the homeowner is away.  Each host home is unique; interested individuals are encouraged to contact hosts directly for details.

HOW CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION?

Contact Homes for Service by E-mail at: 

HomesForService@aol.com

You can also leave a message with your name, phone number and E-mail address at: 

603-225-1450

Homes for Service

Corporation for National and Community Service

Maine/New Hampshire/Vermont State Office

1 Pillsbury Street, Suite 201
Concord, NH 03301

603-225-1450 (NH)

207-287-5313 (ME)

802-865-7547 (VT)

HomesForService@aol.com
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