Mailed 6-25-01 to 110 alumni (names from CNS data base)

VISTA ALUM LETTER

Dear VISTA Alumnus:

Your VISTA service, whether it was last year or 35 years ago, undoubtedly had an impact on your life.  Some of you started a new life in another part of the country, while others were inspired to choose a new career path.

As you may know, VISTA is now part of AmeriCorps.  AmeriCorps*VISTA members continue to serve in communities across the country and throughout northern New England with non-profit groups and public agencies such as after school programs, health care facilities, education and literacy organizations, environmental programs, and community centers.  AmeriCorps*VISTA continues to change both the people serving and the communities in which they serve.

But AmeriCorps*VISTA faces a serious challenge.  Programs have difficulty recruiting qualified candidates, and many say the reason is due to the lack of affordable housing in many regions of the country.

The AmeriCorps*VISTA living allowance remains low – today’s VISTAs receive less than $800 a month.  Their low income, combined with high rents and low vacancy rates, leave them with few options.

Homes for Service would like to change that.  We are seeking individuals and families willing to provide host homes - from one month to one year - to AmeriCorps*VISTA members who want to serve in northern New England.  People with a spare room or extra space in their homes are urged to consider providing a free or low-cost Home for Service.

As someone with a personal connection to VISTA, would you consider providing a host home for an AmeriCorps*VISTA member?  

If you would like to participate, please contact us at:

Homes for Service

Corporation for National Service 

ME/NH/VT State Office

1 Pillsbury Street, Suite 201

Concord, NH 03301

207-287-4341 OR 603-225-1450 

HomesForService@aol.com

We have enclosed some publicity materials about the program that are targeted at the general public.  Please share these with others who may be interested or post them on community bulletin boards at local businesses or agencies.

Thank you for your past service and your continuing interest in AmeriCorps*VISTA.

Sincerely,

