August 15, 2001

Dear Area Agency or Committee on Aging:

Senior citizens in Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont seeking roommates for companionship or to help with household expenses can now participate in a new initiative called Homes for Service.

Homes for Service is seeking affordable housing for members of AmeriCorps*VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America), who donate a year of their lives toward improving communities throughout the United States.  Almost 200 AmeriCorps*VISTA members serve throughout northern New England with non-profit groups and public agencies - such as after school programs, health care facilities, education and literacy organizations, environmental programs, and community centers.  

AmeriCorps*VISTA members serve full-time in exchange for a living allowance of less than $800 a month.  Their low income, combined with high rents and low vacancy rates, leaves them with few options.  Homes for Service plans to change that.

Senior programs are in a unique position to help bridge the gap between affordable housing and the living allowance of AmeriCorps*VISTA members.  Please inform seniors in your community about the opportunity to take part in Homes for Service.  Participating individuals open their homes – from one month to one year – to an AmeriCorps*VISTA member who wants to serve in this region of the country.

Individuals providing Homes for Service will receive numerous personal benefits by hosting an AmeriCorps*VISTA member, including the following:  

-- AmeriCorps*VISTA members can provide the added security of another adult in the home of a senior citizen living alone.  

-- AmeriCorps*VISTA members have their own transportation, can purchase their own food, and are able to share in household expenses. 

--As a part of the household, an AmeriCorps*VISTA member can help with occasional chores such as lawn mowing or pet care.

Enclosed please find copies of Homes for Service brochures, flyers and a sample newsletter article.  Please print the newsletter article in your agency’s publication, post the flyers throughout your community and distribute the brochures to interested individuals.  Contact me if you would like additional materials sent by mail, or if you would like any of these materials sent as E-mail attachments.

I also welcome your questions or comments.  You can contact me by phone at 603-225-1450, or by E-mail at: HomesForService@aol.com

Thank you in advance for all you can do to spread the word about Homes for Service.

Sincerely,

Anne M. Ostberg

Homes for Service Coordinator 

