HOMES FOR SERVICE HOST HOMES:

CHECKLIST OF ISSUES FOR HOSTS AND AMERICORPS MEMBERS

TO DISCUSS BEFORE FINALIZING HOUSING ARRANGEMENTS

Thank you for your interest in participating in Homes for Service, either as a host home or as an AmeriCorps or AmeriCorps*VISTA member serving in [insert your region or state name here].

AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members spend a year of their lives in service to others.  AmeriCorps members in [insert your region or state name here]

serve with literacy programs, environmental groups, neighborhood safety initiatives, or other organizations providing essential community services.  In exchange for their time, they receive a monthly living allowance of less than $800, making it difficult to find housing at current market rates.  

Homes for Service, an initiative of the Corporation for National and Community Service, is an informal, volunteer resource service.  Through this service, members of AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA are provided with the names of citizens who have volunteered to provide housing for free or at a reduced rate for AmeriCorps members.  Because hosting an AmeriCorps member is strictly on a volunteer basis, and because AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members are adults totally responsible for their own housing arrangements, the Corporation for National and Community Service assumes no responsibility for the suitability of individual host homes.  The final decision to share a home is the responsibility of individual hosts and AmeriCorps members.  

AmeriCorps and AmeriCorps*VISTA members are encouraged to interview host homes and to ask for references to determine the quality and appropriateness of these volunteer housing opportunities.  In order to identify a shared housing situation that will work for all parties, Homes for Service encourages members and hosts to discuss the following checklist before finalizing a shared housing arrangement.

1. Location of host home:

2. Length of time housing to be provided (one month, three months, up to one year, etc.):

3. Briefly describe the space available (separate apartment or guest house /private room and bath/ private room, shared bath /other):

4. Is the host home free or will you charge a nominal fee (we suggest no more than $200 dollars; anything over $400 dollars will not be considered a Home for Service):

5. Briefly describe all members of the household:

Number of adults and approximate ages:

Number of children and approximate ages:

Number of pets and what species (dogs, cats, snakes, etc.):

6. Briefly describe any special lifestyle issues:

Diet (vegetarian, meat eating, etc.):

Alcohol (do you use it; do you accept those around you using it):

Smoking (do you smoke; do you accept others smoking near you):

Other:

7. Other household issues:

Can the AmeriCorps member bring friends into the home; for how long (evening, overnight, weekend):

Would the AmeriCorps member and host like to share meals occasionally:

Will the AmeriCorps member be able to keep food in the refrigerator or dishes in the kitchen:

What rooms of the house will the AmeriCorps member be able to use:

Will the AmeriCorps member be able to use a radio, television, VCR or CD player in his or her room:

What kind of parking will the AmeriCorps member have - on-street, off-street, other:

Will the AmeriCorps member have laundry privileges:

Will the host home or the AmeriCorps member provide bedding and/or towels:

What does the host home consider as reasonable use of utilities (water, electricity, etc.):

8. While doing chores around the house cannot be a requirement of an AmeriCorps member's living arrangement, he or she can be expected to contribute to occasional household chores just as any other inhabitant of the home.  

How would the host like the member to contribute to the household (pet care, cleaning, etc.)

How would the AmeriCorps member like to contribute to the household:

9. Three things you want people to know about living with you  (medical issues, sleeping habits, strong ideological views, special interests, etc.):

1.

2.

3.

10. Members: Please provide contact information for your AmeriCorps program or AmeriCorps*VISTA project so host home may verify your service.

Host homes: Please provide a personal reference that is not a relative.

Thank you for taking the time to answer the questions on this checklist.  Please contact us with your comments and suggestions on how to improve Homes for Service, or provide us with names of other individuals who may be interested in participating.  

Homes for Service

[insert your full contact info here - address, phone, fax, e-mail]

