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Senior citizens in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont can find a roommate, and full-time volunteers can gain a home through a new affordable housing initiative called Homes for Service.

Homes for Service is seeking affordable housing for members of AmeriCorps*VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America), who donate a year of their lives toward improving communities throughout the United States.  Almost 200 AmeriCorps*VISTA members serve throughout northern New England with non-profit groups and public agencies - such as after school programs, health care facilities, education and literacy organizations, environmental programs, and community centers.  

AmeriCorps*VISTA members serve full-time in exchange for a living allowance of less than $800 a month.  Their low income, combined with high rents and low vacancy rates, leaves them with few options.  Homes for Service plans to change that.

 “Everybody wins with Homes for Service,” said initiative coordinator Anne Ostberg.  “The program can especially benefit seniors who live alone.  By hosting an AmeriCorps*VISTA member, seniors gain the added security of having another adult around the house, while the AmeriCorps*VISTA members have a place to live in the communities where they serve.”

Benefits of hosting AmeriCorps*VISTA members also include the following:   

--They have their own transportation, can purchase their own food, and are able to share in household expenses. 

--As a member of the household, an AmeriCorps*VISTA member can help with occasional chores such as lawn mowing or pet care.

--Since AmeriCorps*VISTA members are typically recent college graduates or people with other life experiences that qualify them for an AmeriCorps*VISTA assignment, they are independent, mature individuals.

An individual, family or landlord willing to provide free or low-cost host homes is encouraged to become a Home for Service so new AmeriCorps*VISTA members can begin serving in northern New England.  To participate, please contact:

Homes for Service

Corporation for National and Community Service

ME/NH/VT State Office

1 Pillsbury Street, Suite 201

Concord, NH 03301

603-225-1450 (NH)

207-287-4341 (ME)

802-865-7547 (VT)

HomesForService@aol.com
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